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Join Us on Sunday, September 10, for Worship at 11:00 am  
PLUS Fall Start-up of Classes for All Ages, Choirs  
AND the Annual Picnic on the Church Grounds! 

 
(Details Inside – Bring Friends and Neighbors) 

 
 
 
 

September Calendar 
 

https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/57804850/month/2017-09-01


 
WORSHIPING TOGETHER IN SEPTEMBER 

 

Sunday, September 3 

Psalm 105:1-6; Romans 12:9-21 

“How to Overcome Evil” 

 

Sunday, September 10 

[We return to the 11 a.m. worship time!] 

Rally Day!  

Rev. Diane Henson of Ken-Gar Baptist will preach 

 

Sunday, September 17 

Psalm 114; Romans 14:1-12 

“Live as If It Matters” 

 
Sunday, September 24 

 
[Details to come— 

please see the Pastor’s message following this section.] 
 
 

 
A reminder to everyone who uses the church building: 

Please make sure that all doors are properly locked at all times. 
Please also make sure lights and air-conditioning units are turned 

off when you are leaving. Thank you!  
 

 



MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR 

Dear Loved Ones, 

Good things are afoot at Warner!  To start, there’s a LOT happening 

at church on September 10: 

• We return to worship at 11 am!! (mark your calendars) 

• Sunday September 10 is RALLY DAY – we’ll kick off our Fall 
Christian Ed programs 

• Ken Gar Baptist will be worshipping with us. Both choirs will sing, 
and the Rev. Diane Henson will give our message 

• Potluck Picnic!! The Deacons will provide dogs and burgers 
cooked on the grill. The congregation is asked to contribute 
potluck dishes (A-N salad or side; O-Z desserts) 

• Warner will welcome a new staff member! (you’ll have to read 
further to learn more) 

There is much to celebrate. We’ll soon have FOUR new staff serving 
this wonderful church. As you know, Angela Goolsby, our new LCYC 
Director, started July 1. She hit the ground running. From 
implementing teacher training to needed safety upgrades, Angela 
is working with Session and staff to lay a foundation that will 
support LCYC for many years to come.  

Shervonne Johnson, who hails from the Virgin Islands, brings a 
wealth of education and experience to her role as Warner’s 
Nursery Aide, starting Sunday, September 3. She loves the children 
and the Lord and, as a Seventh Day Adventist, she’ll continue to 
worship at her own church on Saturdays while being free to devote 
herself to Warner’s children on Sundays.  

Warner has hired a Christian Education Director! Dave Grace is a 
recent Duke University college grad and a lifelong Presbyterian. He 
brings a strong commitment to environmental care, and a call to 
church ministry. While you’ll see Dave at worship on September 3, 
Dave joins Warner as staff on Monday, September 4, when he 



attends his first meeting of the Christian Education committee. 
We’ll give Dave an official welcome at worship on Rally Day! 

Finally, our Interim Search Committee has made an offer to a 
prospective Interim Pastor! The Session will meet after worship this 
Sunday, September 3 to give their final approval to the pastor’s 
contract, after which more details will be forthcoming. The interim 
pastor will start in October. 

God is at work in my life also. My last day at Warner will be 
Tuesday, September 19, and on October 1, I will start as Stated 
Supply Pastor at Berwyn Presbyterian Church in Berwyn Heights, 
MD (between College Park and Greenbelt). I’ll continue pastoring 
part-time, which makes this call a good fit, while pursuing my 
counseling master’s degree.  

When Mark and I first came to Warner (in 2015), we could not have 
imagined all the good things God had in store for us. We have been 
blessed by our time with you—in worship, fellowship, serving God 
alongside you, or, in my case, walking with Warner’s gifted and 
committed staff and lay leaders through the waters of transition 
while serving as your pastor. Being with you has been an honor, 
and I am grateful. I know I am leaving Warner in many good hands. 

We are sad to leave—but thankful that, even though I will no 
longer be serving Warner, we’ll be able to remain friends. God be 
with you ‘til we meet again. 

With love, 
Pastor Laura 
 

 



WORSHIP AND MUSIC 
 

TIME CHANGE FOR SUNDAY WORSHIP 
 
    September 10, Rally Day, is when we will resume having worship 
services starting at 11:00 a.m. 
 
    Buildings and Grounds as well as Worship and Music 
Commissions appreciate everyone adjusting to our summer hours.  
Because many people have expressed a preference for the 10:00 
a.m. starting time, we will consider resuming that time for summer 
services next year. It is nice our congregation can be flexible to 
meet each other's preferences at least for part of the year.  
 
    September is an exciting time, a time for new beginnings, a time 
for calendaring new events, and a time for recommitting ourselves 
to the work of our Lord. And I hope you will each consider how you 
can help to make our Sunday services run smoothly.   
 
WE NEED YOUR HELP!   
 
    It takes 4 ushers, 1 liturgist, 1 greeter, and 3 counters to carry out 
various duties connected with Sunday services. That is 9 people. 
And that doesn't even count the pastor, the organist, the choir 

director and choir members, sound system 
operator and flower arranger.  And, of course, 
we need worshippers! 
 
    Clearly YOU are needed!  Please look at our 
spiffed-up bulletin board outside the church 
office.  There are many places to volunteer and 

many weeks. Please try each job; find the one you like; volunteer 
often! 
 
    Thank you.  
    Kay Gorman, for Worship & Music  
 
 
 
 



BUILDING AND GROUNDS 
 

Members of the Buildings and Grounds committee have been hard 
at work this summer!   
 
    Steve Dunn worked many Saturdays with 
carpenter Craig Houston to install the new 
Sanctuary doors that were dedicated on 
August 13th. The doors are a gift from Mark 
and June Eakin in memory of his mother, 
Mathilda “Tillie” Eakin. There are still a few 
finishing touches underway. If you’d like to 
learn how to operate the new mechanism, please contact June 
Eakin. 
 
    We have contracted with ARK Systems to install smoke detectors 
in the LCYC classrooms. We anticipate scheduling the installation in 
early fall. This is part of the effort to bring our facility in line with 
current child care regulations. The LCYC Director’s office was 
painted and the floors were polished throughout two levels. Many 
thanks to the volunteers who came to move furniture so this could 
happen. Special thanks to the Kline family for volunteering for 
painting the office.  
 
    Kibler roofing made a visit to repair two leaks in the roof in the 
first week of August.   
 

 
    Save the Date, 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 4, 
for our Fall Workday 

in concert with LCYC parents. 
 

 
 
 
 
 



CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
 

No matter if you are 2 or 
102, we have a Sunday 
School Class for you! 
Classes begin Sunday, 
September 10th! See you 
then! 

 

• Youth Sunday School -  10:15 a.m. – 10:50 a.m. 

• Adult Sunday School -  9:45 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. 

• Cherubs Sunday School during nursery hours 

• Adult Weekly Bible Study – Day and Time TBD 

 
COMMUNITY – MISSION 
 
2 CENTS-A-MEAL  
 
    Mary Margaret and Colvin Gibson initiated the Two Cents a Meal 
program at Warner many years ago.  Warnerites continue to 
contribute their loose change, dollars and checks on the third 
Sunday of the month to help alleviate hunger in the country and 
locally in our region.  Sixty percent goes to Presbyterian hunger 
relief, and forty to our local region. 
 

    For the months of September and 
October, Warner’s contribution goes to 
FHFH (Farmers and Hunters Feeding the 
Hungry). <https://www.fhfh.org/> Hunters, 
farmers and landowners donate deer, elk 
and livestock to participating butcher shops 

and meat lockers to be processed.  The nutritious meat is picked up 
by soup kitchens, food banks and shelters to feed the hungry in 
local communities. 
 
    Our donation helps pay for the entire meat processing bill so 
hunters can donate their harvest free of charge. They have 

https://www.fhfh.org/


presently served 18,500,000 meals and their goal is to serve 20 
million during this 20th anniversary hunting season. 
 
    Helping a person will not necessarily change the world, but it will 
change the world for that person. 
 
Ann Rakow 
 

 
 
 
 
 

RESPONDING TO CHRIST’S CALL FOR PEACE 
 
“So he came and proclaimed peace to you who were  
 far off and peace to those who were near” 
     — Ephesians 2:14-17 
 
    Once again, the Commission to the Community invites you to 
give generously, as you always have, to the Peace and Global 
Witness Offering which is collected at Warner beginning on World 
Communion Sunday (October 1st in 2017), and continually 
throughout the month of October.  
 
    At the national level PC(USA) uses the money given to this 
special offering to support those who work “to heal division in 
violent contexts, like in Sudan.”  It sends out, to congregations that 
request them, “leaders who have made a profound witness for 
peace.”  It creates materials to equip congregations to deal with 
issues such as bullying and gun violence.  It “speaks up for the 
vulnerable” at the United Nations.  
 
    Each congregation that participates inthe Peace and Global 
Witness Offering is allowed to retain 25% of what is given to 
support peacemaking initiatives that they know and that they 



know work.  For several years Warner has divided that amount 
equally between three organizations. 
 
1.  The Interfaith Conference of Metropolitan Washington (IFC) which 
fosters interaction and dialogue among members of diverse faith 
communities in the DC area.  Visit:  <www.ifcmw.org>  
 
2.  The Family Tree, a resource to parents who want and need to 
learn how to discipline without being abusive.  The headquarters 
are in Baltimore; however, they serve the entire state of Maryland. 
<www.familytreemd.org>   
 
3.  The Jerusalem International YMCA where Jews, Muslims and 
Christians find they can work and play together. 
<www.friendsofjiy.org>  
 
    You will find envelopes in which to place your offering in the pew 
racks and in printed copies of the MEMO.  If you choose to write a 
check, please make it out to Warner Memorial Presbyterian Church 
(WMPC) and indicate on the subject line that your contribution is 
intended for P&GW offering. 
 
THE FAMILY TREE — ONE ORGANIZATION THAT WE SUPPORT 

    For the past 

decade, Warner has 

used a portion of the 

Peace and Global 

Witness Offering (formerly the Peacemaking Offering) to support 

The Family Tree.  This is an organization working to prevent child 

abuse and build strong families.  It’s centered in Baltimore, with 

satellite offices in several counties around Baltimore and in Prince 

Georges County. 

    They have parent education programs, some for mothers and 

fathers, some for just men, and some for families with kids of 

certain ages.  They have family counseling for families going 

http://www.ifcmw.org/
http://www.familytreemd.org/
http://www.friendsofjiy.org/


through stressful situations.  They have a program aimed to 

prevent child abuse.  And they have a 24-hour help line, for parents, 

teens, and others. 

    As one participating father said, “When I started my 12-week 

Positive Parenting Program, I began to realize what it meant to be 

a good parent.  I kept going to the classes and each week I learned 

new ways to raise my son…. For the first time, I saw the 

possibilities of a happy, healthy future with my son.” 

    Peacemaking isn’t just about events in the nightly news.  It can 

also mean creating harmony within a family.  That’s why we 

support The Family Tree. 

— Cory Atwood for the Commission to the Community 

 

WARNER MISSION TRIP TO CUMBERLAND, MD--JULY 2017 

    As most of you know, our 

mission team went to 

Cumberland, MD this 

summer between July 23 

and July 28, returning for 

our eighth time to work with the NAILS Program to aid those who 

need our help due to age, infirmity, and poverty.  We worked on 

three different projects while we were there, separately in small 

groups in the early part of the week and then all together at the 

end.   

    Our week started with a very moving experience when we joined 

our NAILS Coordinator, Jamie Spriggs at the Cumberland 

Community Church, for supper.  The church’s Youth Group literally 

served supper to Warner’s volunteers as a way of thanking us for 

helping their community.  It was a wonderful way to see how what 



we do really matters and how it can help spread goodwill and bring 

out the best in what we share with others. 

    Our first project was a house painting job for a woman and her 

family still living in the house that her father had built with his own 

hands many years ago.  Susan Bresee and June Eakin completed 

painting the house started earlier during the summer by a group of 

11 other women volunteers from Pennsylvania.   

    After completing that job Susan and June moved to another 

project to replace a concrete sidewalk in order to widen it to 

accommodate a wheelchair.  This project had been started on 

Monday by Harry Trout and Mark Bocchetti and a young NAILS 

volunteer named James.  It involved a lot of heavy work to remove 

the old concrete, place formwork for the wider walkway, and then 

mix, place, and finish the new concrete.   

    Mark Eakin took a day off from his work on our third project, a 

bathroom, to help with the heavy lifting when the concrete was 

being mixed and placed on Wednesday.  This concrete work was 

completed early Thursday morning when the formwork was 

removed.    

    Then Susan, June, Harry, Mark Eakin, Mark Bocchetti, and Pastor 

Laura Hollister joined Ty Bragg, Geoff Cope, and Ken Kramer who 

had been working on the bathroom project since Monday.  This 

project involved converting a half-bath with just a sink and 

commode, to a full bathroom including a sit-in shower, and the 

relocated washer and dryer from their former basement location.  

Before we had arrived, the small bathroom had been framed for a 

larger room but still could not accommodate all of the new pieces 

without relocating the door.  This involved removing an existing 

window and cutting out the existing brick wall below it.  Needless 

to say, this bathroom was more work than could be completed in a 

week and our group managed to install the new door, rough in the 



plumbing and electrical work, and begin the installation of the 

gypsum wall board before the end of the week.  Since that time, 

we have received pictures of the completed bathroom finished by 

NAILS staff with the new sink, commode, shower, washer, dryer, 

and lighting installed.  

    It was a memorable week for all.  With one of our jobs we 

finished what had been started by others.  On another job, we 

started and finished during our week in Cumberland.  And on our 

bathroom job which had been started by others, the Warner crew 

continued to progress the work that would ultimately be 

completed by those that followed.  It was a reminder of how we 

started our week at the Cumberland Community Church supper…. 

part of a larger effort to help others and thankful when that help 

comes to us. 

    From the outset, this trip would not have been possible without 

the generous support of the Warner congregation which raised 

more than $1,900 dollars, most of which came from proceeds of 

the rummage sale on June 24, but also from some generous 

contributions from members of Warner’s congregation.  It’s 

important to remember that we are all represented when Warner 

sends its members on these Mission trips.   

    Donna Johnson, an Administrative Asst. with the NAILS Program, 

wrote in a recent letter thanking Warner for its help in July: 

    “What a refreshing group that you (Warner) sent!  Your group is 

such an inspiring workgroup that is no less than awesome.  The 

clients, Jamie, as well as myself are very appreciative of the work 

performed.  Comments from the clients were they were impressed 

with your work ethic and how everyone worked together.” 

    Thank you again for your support….and cookies. 

    Ty Bragg, for the Commission to the Community 

 



WARNER’S RUMMAGE SALE - A STUNNING SUCCESS! 
 
    Not only did we make every cent that we needed to pay our fees 
for participation to NAILS, our primary goal, but we made enough 
to provide a “nest egg’ for next year’s Mission Trip as well!  Some 
of the leftovers have been sold on eBay, and still others are yet to 
be sold, so we don’t have a final figure, even yet.  This only 
happened because of God’s grace and our generous and amazing 
congregation.  Thank you, Warner! 
 
    Just as important was that those working on the Rummage Sale 
enjoyed each other’s company and built “community.” It was like 
“Stone Soup.”  Everyone enriched the broth with an unexpected 
contribution.  The fellowship is a benefit that will carry on long 
after our sale is just a memory.   
 
    I was particularly happy to hear people say that our sale was 
“beautiful!”  “Everything was categorized so well and displayed so 
attractively that it was inviting to come in.  There were delicious 
snacks and even fresh flowers, Wow!”  Some have asked, “When 
will you have the next Rummage Sale?  You got me started cleaning 
my closets and I have more to contribute!”  I don’t think another 
Rummage Sale will happen right away, but remember, if you do 
have more you would like to donate, consider other  

 
    The InterFaith Clothing Center which 
is located at 751 Twinbrook Parkway, 
Rockville MD 20851, accepts gently used 

clothing and small household items on Mondays, Wednesdays, and 
Fridays from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., and on Thursday from 9 a.m. to 7 
p.m. and on Saturday from 9 a.m. to 3 pm.  And by-the-way, it is 
there that the Birthday Club closet exists, where children of the 
working poor whose parents qualify to use that center are invited 
to choose a birthday present for themselves.  Thanks to all of you 
who have been donating toys and games on your birthdays. The 
new, unwrapped gifts that are placed in the toy box in the Narthex 
are taken to the Interfaith Clothing center when the box is full. 
~ Ina Rae Kramer, for the Commission to the Community 



ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP 

 

SHEPHERD’S GARDEN 

    It’s harvest time in the Shepherd’s Garden. We 
are regularly taking two grocery bags of produce 
twice a week to Shepherd’s Table in Silver 
Spring. This summer we are growing tomatoes, 

peppers, green beans, swiss chard, broccoli, kale, okra and varieties 
of squash, along with basil, chives parsley and beautiful sunflowers.  

    Have you traveled this summer? Airline flights are especially 
damaging to our atmosphere. You can reduce the carbon impact by 
purchasing carbon offsets online. The projects are usually based in 
developing countries and most commonly are designed to reduce 
future emissions. Typical actions reduce the carbon output of an 
activity (efficient cookstoves) or create clean energy (wind & 
solar).  Find out more at: www.terrapass.com, 
www.nativeenergy.com, www.carbonfund.org.  

 
OPPORTUNITIES TO WATCH CHASING CORAL 
 

 

    Coral reefs around the world are vanishing at an unprecedented 
rate. A team of divers, photographers and scientists set out on a 
thrilling ocean adventure to discover why, and to reveal the 
underwater mystery to the world. (From the director of Chasing 
Ice.) 

http://www.terrapass.com/
http://www.nativeenergy.com/
http://www.carbonfund.org/


    On Saturday, September 23rd at 7:30 p.m, in the Social Hall, 
Warner will host a screening of Chasing Coral. Open to the entire 
community, the free screening will be followed by a Question & 
Answer session with one of the film’s chief science advisors, Dr, C. 
Mark Eakin. Chasing Coral will also be shown at Saint Mark 
Presbyterian Church, 10701 Old Georgetown Rd, Rockville, MD on 
Sunday, September 24th, with participation by Mark Eakin. 

    See the official trailer at: www.chasingcoral.com or with your 
Netflix subscription. If you can’t make it to the screening, you can 
watch this film on Netflix as long as it’s available. 

 
HOSPITALITY  
 

    It may have been a long, hot summer in the DC area, but thanks 

to a great team effort, we were able to bat 1000 and provide all 

Warnerites with “cool”, in every sense of the 

word, refreshments to enliven their after-

church Fellowship, each and every Sunday of 

Summer 2017!! A tremendous heartfelt 

thanks to the many who volunteered in any 

way, whether you were a team player or pick-

up!  We appreciate everyone’s creativity and 

efforts! 

 

    We are excited to be starting our third year with the Team 

Rotation and have sent out the first rotation of the Fellowship 

Teams to the Team Leads; the schedule starts on September 17th 

with Team #1.  Check the Outreach bulletin board or check with 

your Team Lead to determine when your turn is up.    Thanks again 

for your continued support.  

 

    Sue Burns, Hospitality Chair 

 

http://www.chasingcoral.com/


 

    Summer skipped by too quickly, it 
seemed, but the PW continue to be 
warmed by the friendship and fellowship 
we experience on a regular basis at 
Warner and in the world. In July, we 
gathered 
for a 
farewell 

dinner for Jan Moody and Nancy 
Lawrence-Hill at Tavira in Chevy 
Chase.  They are deeply missed and 
our best wishes go with them as they 
move on to the next chapter of their 
lives.   
 

    We have continued to collect books 
for the Books to Prison project we have 
been supporting and made our second 
trip to the Foundry Methodist Church in 
Washington, D.C. at the end of August.  

Volunteers read through letters from inmates, select appropriate 
books to send and write brief responses, which are then packaged 
and sent across the country.  Look for our next trip into the city to 
support the Books to Prison project in a future bulletin and to learn 
more check out their website: <dcbookstoprisoners.org> 
 
JOY CIRCLE 

Joy Circle is returning to meeting on the 
second Tuesday of every month.  All 
women of Warner and the world are 
welcome to join us in the church library at 
7:30 p.m. as we continue the Bible Study 

dcbookstoprisoners.org


Who is Jesus?  We are on Lesson 5: “According to Paul” and the 
background scriptures are 1 Corinthians 2:1-2; 2 Corinthians 5:17-20; 
Philippians 2:1-4; and Acts 18.  Books are available with June Eakin 
or can be found in the church office.  Please join us whether you 
have a book or not, and we look forward to seeing you Tuesday, 
September 12th! 
 
PW BOOK GROUP 
 
    Ready, set, READ! The 2017-2018 book list 
has been created and the first book is:  
Into the Magic Shop by James R. Doty, MD and 
it invites us to “discover the mysteries of the 
brain and the secrets of the heart”.  The date 
to discuss the book is set for Friday, 
September 29 at 7:30 p.m., location TBD.  If 
you are interested in hosting that evening or if 
you would like the book list or have any 
questions, please reach out to Lisa Smeallie. 
 

NCP PW FALL GATHERING 
 
    Please save the date, Saturday, September 
30th to attend the NCP PW Fall Gathering from 
9:00 - Noon, at Gaithersburg, Presbyterian 
Church (610 S Frederick Ave, Gaithersburg, MD 
20877:  Phone - (301) 948-9418).  Registration is 
$15, payable at the door.  We plan to carpool 

from the Warner parking lot.   Please contact any member of the 
WMPC Coordinating Team if you are interested in attending. 
 
 
UPDATE FROM HILARY BRAGG 

    Our 3rd annual trip to see the girls at 
Espwa was a huge success. It was an 
amazing week full of fun and laughter. We 
danced, learned about strong women 



around the world, discussed the importance of healthy 
relationships, and celebrated what it means to be a Fi Ki Fò! 
Highlights included a water balloon fight, Minute to Win It games 
and watching Disney’s newest fi ki fò, Moana. Your generous 
donations were quickly put to good use in the girls’ and boys’ 
villages, the school’s classrooms and the guesthouse. The children 
love when there are visitors at Espwa, and we were so excited to 
be able to bring suitcases full of sports equipment, shoes, school 
supplies, dolls, clothing, and more. During our week, we were also 
able to repaint the inside of the girls’ rooms with fun, bright colors, 
and build compost for the guesthouse kitchen.  
 
    Our work isn’t done yet! We will be adding 5 new pen pals this fall 
as more girls are aging into the program. To stay up-to-date with 
our program, you can sign up for updates at writetobe.org. 
 
Many thanks for your continued support of our work!  
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

http://writetobe.org/


WARNER PEOPLE 
 
 

From the family of Tiff Carroll: 
 
“Thank you” to our Warner family, for sharing your memories of 
Tiff, and for the outpouring of sympathy you have shared as we all 
feel the loss of his presence in church and in our lives. It was a great 
comfort to us to have had the memorial service and reception; 
both were a time of grieving together, and of sharing great 
memories of Tiff’s life. Thank you to Rev. Laura Hollister for 
arranging the service with us, to Rev. Graham Bardsley for 
officiating the service, to Peter Smeallie, all choir members, Sung 
Ho and Bill Burns for your lovely music. Thanks to Dina Bickel for 
putting the bulletin together, all who participated in other ways 
during the service, and to those who provided food and set up the 
reception.  
 
     What a lovely send-off for Tiff.  
 
      Blessings. 
 

 
 
Please note these address and phone 
number changes: 
 
Joan Bannon 
410 Torrington Place 
Silver Spring, MD 20910    
301-585-4780 
 
Charlotte Jackson 
Aspenwood Senior Living 
14400 Homecrest Rd, Apt. 11 
Silver Spring MD 20906 
 

 



SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

2 Susan Kline, Bob Trautvetter 

4 Catharine Burke, Michaela Hepp 

6 Margaret Adams 

7 Peter Smeallie 

8 Charlotte Hunker 

9 Susan Bresee, Jennifer Carlson 

10 Julia Cope 

14 Brian France, Robin Hepp, Janet Trautvetter 

15 Julia Simenauer, Anne Fleur Winter 

16 Kaitlin Dunn 

18 Joanna Bresee, Cheryl Geiger 

19 Lois Smith 

21 Stephen Dunn 

24 Hugo Buitano, Graham & Maxwell Dunn, Michelle France, 
Benjamin Fulton 

25 Elizabeth Lohr 

26 Anuj Datta 

27 Kristen Adams, Catelyn Koff, Cecilia Letizia 

28 Bennet McGlade 

29 Matthew Koff 

 

 



SPECIAL NOTES 

[The following two articles are different summaries shared by 
Warner folks who participated in “The One America Tour” talk in 
Kensington, organized by the Better Angels network. Please also 
note the movie review and town of Ken-Gar anniversary 
celebration invitation in this section.]  

 “ONE AMERICA” 

    We were among an eager 
group of local citizens made up 
of persons who came from a 

political perspective that was Red (Republican or lean 
conservative), Blue (Democrat or lean liberal), or Other. We 
accepted an invitation to gather at the Kensington Town Hall on 
July 19th, and participated in a workshop put on by an organization 
called “Better Angels”, named after a line from Lincoln’s first 
inaugural address, in which he urged the nation to reconcile by 
remembering “the better angels of our nature”. 
 
    Each person in attendance was interested in learning skills to 
enable him or her to once again talk to neighbors, family members, 
and acquaintances, despite their political differences. 
 
    We, Cory Atwood, Susan Bresee and Ina Rae Kramer, were glad 
we had decided to seize this opportunity to learn from experience! 
 
    We were asked to form groups of two, made up of persons we 
did not know.  Each group was made of two liberal persons or two 
conservative persons.  This was important because we were then 
asked to role play, and each person had a turn at playing the role of 
someone whose politics were different from our own.  One person 
in each group was asked to take the conservative point of view, the 
other the liberal, and then after 3 to 4 minutes, we exchanged 
roles.  Most of us agreed, we learned more when we were acting 
the part of someone who held an opposing view to our real-life 
view.  We dealt with real issues in the news, and we learned to 



acknowledge our own positions and ask for permission to ask 
respectful questions of each other.  
    We were introduced, or--in some cases--reintroduced to skills 
that could be used in various contexts. We are hopeful, as the 
Better Angels organization is, that there will be other opportunities 
to hone our communication skills. 
 
    The biggest take away for most of us had to be these two rules 
we were asked to follow. 

    We were instructed that whenever talking to someone whose 
politics oppose our own… 

1)  Bring your “best self” to the discussion, avoiding saying 
inflammatory, derogatory things, (They provided example 
sentences.) 

2)  Never enter into a discussion with the goal of changing the 
other person’s mind.  The best that you can hope for is to establish 
trust with someone that you disagree with.  Some said that the 
high point of the evening was to actually feel “respectfully listened 
to”. 
--Ina Rae Kramer 
 
BETTER ANGELS: “TALKING ACROSS THE POLITICAL DIVIDE”  
https://better-angels.org/get-on-the-bus/ 
Where: Kensington Town Hall, Wednesday July 19 
Purpose:  Healing and civil co-existence despite political differences 
and different experiences.  
Leaders: Ann Kline (local organizer) and Bill (William) Daugherty 
(facilitator from Minnesota) 
 
Background: The group of approximately twenty people have a 
self-declared “red” (conservative) or “blue” (liberal) political 
perspective. Participants are paired with another person of the 
same perspective (red with red and blue with blue). Pairs choose 
which policy issue to use for discussion skills. The issues are health 
care, immigration, and the media.  
 

https://better-angels.org/get-on-the-bus/


Part I: Seeking to Understand = Listening: Actively listen to 
understand and paraphrase what has been said by one’s partner 
without inserting one’s own words, opinions, and thoughts. Ask real 
questions to understand the speaker without steering or injecting 
one’s own values, perspective, or experiences. Be one’s “best self.” 

    Two participants with the same political outlook are paired. For 
three minutes, one pair member is the speaker and expresses a 
policy side different from his/her own declared political perspective 
while the other pair member is the listener who practices active 
listening and paraphrasing. After three minutes, the pair members 
switch roles.  
 
Skills Practiced during Part I Role Exchange:  

 
- Acknowledge one’s own stance upfront: “I’m a …. I usually 

think ….” 

- Asking permission to ask about the other’s thinking: “May I ask 

you something about…?” 

- Ask real questions that are sincere, genuine, non-leading: “I’m 

interested in how you came to see the issue the way you do.” 

- Paraphrase: “I heard….”  

- Listen for commonality and areas of agreement, not 

differences: “Yes and,” not “Yes, but” 

Results:  
 

1. Felt very good to be listened to. Ended up saying more than 

expected to say. 

2. Time passed quickly even though it felt as if it slowed down. 

3. Tension/difficulty not talking and listening hard enough to be 

able to paraphrase. 

4. Hard to ask good (open) follow-up questions. Suggestions to 

use: “Could you clarify,” “I’m curious about…”, “I’m interested 

in…” 



Part II: Sharing Your Perspective = Speaking: Express one’s own 
political perspective and have a conversation with others of a 
different perspective without expecting agreement, getting 
provoked, or having an argument. 
    For four minutes, one member of the same-perspective pair is 
the speaker with the declared perspective on a chosen issue, and 
the other member of the pair plays the role of the opposite 
perspective. After four minutes, the speaker and listener roles are 
switched.  

 
1. Begin with an “I” perspective on the issue rather than a 

hardline statement of fact: “This is how I see/ how I think…”  

2. Use “I’m concerned/I’m worried about/troubled by” for future 

concerns. 

3. When you have a disagreement, acknowledge the other’s 

perspective and feelings with paraphrasing (good listening), 

pause, and then state one’s own perspective with an “I” 

statement (good speaking). “I hear you think that…. (pause) I 

prefer….”  

4. If no agreement is possible or upset is imminent, signal 

conclusion or difference without insult or just walking away: “It 

won’t surprise you that I see/think/believe that differently” or 

“Gotta go.” 

Results:  
1. It is easier to have a conversation when one can express an 

opinion.  

2. It feels safe and calming to really talk and listen.  

3. It is still hard to paraphrase and ask non-leading open 

questions.  

4. In general, issues are thought about more deeply than before 

the conversation. 

--Susan Bresee 



A WORTHWHILE AFTERNOON AT 
THE MOVIES 
 
     There were five of us, and we 
decided to go to a matinee, so 
that we could have lunch together 
afterwards and discuss our 
experience. 
 
    We met at the AMC Loews Rio 

Cinema in Gaithersburg, and we were indeed the very first to see 
ALL SAINTS on its opening day at that site--theater was empty 
except for us!  
 
    Ina Rae’s expectations: “I had watched the trailer multiple times 
and had the feeling that this was going to be a movie that would 
make viewers feel hopeful.  I was looking forward to seeing John 
Corbett play the pastor because I like the timbre of his voice and I 
enjoyed the character that he played in Northern Exposure, a TV 
program some will remember, popular from 1990 to 1995.  I also 
noticed, when watching the trailer, that children were treated 
respectfully in this film.  How refreshing.  And although a refugee 
community was, I knew, to figure prominently in the story, the idea 
that we would see well-meaning people with very different ideas 
struggle to solve a problem and then learn to understand each 
other’s point of view was, to me, the most appealing possibility. 
 
“Then I began to worry.  Would this film be altogether “too sweet?”  
Would its ending, which I expected would be a happy one, be just too 
predictable? Would it be … a fairy tale? 
 
“So, we settled down in our seats, and watched.” 
 
Bob’s summary: “The movie presents a very moving story which 
cannot help but pull on one’s heart strings.  It starts out with a cold 
and angry detachment from an aging congregation to a new minister 
whom both parties believe is here only to close down and sell off 
their church.  But, serendipitously, a half dozen refugee Karens, from 



an internment camp in Burma arrive and, because of their exposure 
and beliefs developed in a Christian mission, begin attending the 
church.  The story details the personal difficulties and triumphs of 
people who play key roles in the integration of strangers, the 
warming hearts of old congregants, the eventual helping hands of 
community business leaders, and the solving of the church’s financial 
problems.  The story is fast moving between many personal and 
group misunderstandings and setbacks.  But the strong and inspired 
leadership of the minister and the leader of the refugee group shine 
through.  There are many outstanding examples of people giving up 
their biases and pitching in to solve this community problem. 
 
“At the end, our eyes were wet and a couple of us clapped!  We 
agreed that the cinematography is excellent; the script is simply 
wonderful and based on a true story; the characters are like people 
we all know -  imperfect, vulnerable human beings; their problems 
real and some of them insurmountable; the message an important 
and an inspiring one.” 
 
JoEllen adds: “What I liked the most was how the goals of saving the 
church and caring for the refugees were achieved, but not in the way 
any of the participants expected. What looked like failure in human 
terms was just a bend in the road God was taking to a more 
satisfactory conclusion. We think we know how to get projects to 
turn out the way we want them to, forgetting that God sees a bigger 
picture than we ever can, and although he often takes what seems 
like an impossibly indirect route (think of the Hebrews wandering in 
the wilderness for 40 years), he wants the best for us and will lead us 
there if we let him. 
 
“We hope that there will be enough of an audience come to see this 
film so that it will have a long run.  If there are more “private 
showings” like the one we had today, it won’t be here very long - 
maybe not even through next weekend.” 
 
We give it five stars!  
Ina Rae and Ken Kramer, Louise and Bob Koch, JoEllen LaPrade  



 
 

The Town of Ken-Gar Invites 
All Warnerites 

to Join in Their 125th 
Anniversary Celebration 

 
 

From Noon to 6 pm, on Saturday, September 16th for Food, Fun, 
Fellowship and it all for Free! 

 

With vendors, Children’s Activities, and Speakers including Ike 
Leggett, pastors and other community leaders 

 (Rev. Laura Hollister will speak at 1:15 pm). 
 

At the Leonard D. Jackson Community Center 
411 Plyers Mill Road 

Kensington, MD 
 

For more information contact: Kandie Simpson-Henderson  
(240) 286-5704 or Mary Anna Dorsey (240) 383-0657 

 
 
 

 

October MEMO Issue 

Please submit your completed articles to 
memo@warnermemorial.org, by Friday, September 22. 

Thank you for your contributions!  

Help wanted! If you are interested in working on the monthly 
Warner Memo, please contact Sharon. 

 

 
 

 

 

mailto:memo@warnermemorial.org


 

Warner Memorial Presbyterian Church 

10123 Connecticut Avenue 

Kensington, MD 20895 

301-949-2900 

FAX 301-933-7704 

Home Page http://www.warnermemorial.org 

Please see bulletin boards outside the Main Office 

Stated Supply Pastor: Rev. Laura Hollister 

Music Director: Peter Smeallie 

Organist:Sungho Paik 

Director, Learning Center for Young Children: Angela Goolsby 

301-949-2933 

Administrative Assistant: Dina Bickel 

Sunday Morning Preschool/Nursery Aide: Shervonne Johnson 

MEMO Editor: Sharon Allen 

MEMO e-mail: memo@warnermemorial.org 

 

http://www.warnermemorial.org/
mailto:memo@warnermemorial.org

