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March Calendar 
 

https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/57804850/month/2018-03-01


WORSHIPING TOGETHER 
 

Sunday, March 4th 
Third Sunday in Lent 

Psalm 19:7-14 & John 2:13-22 
“Cleaning House” 

 
Sunday, March 11th 

Fourth Sunday in Lent/Celebrate the Gifts of Women 
Rev. Dottie LaPenta, Guest Preacher 
Leviticus 19:33-34 & Matthew 22:1-10 

“Hospitality: It Calls for an Adjective” 
 

Sunday, March 18th 
Fifth Sunday in Lent 

John 12:20-33 & Jeremiah 31:31-34 
“Something New” 

 
Sunday, March 25th 

Palm Sunday 
Zechariah 9:9, Psalm118:26 & Mark 11:1-11 

“Cloak Sunday” 
 

Thursday, March 29th @ 7:30pm 
Maundy Thursday 

Mark 14 & 15 
A service of lessons and hymns with the Lord’s Supper served. 

 
Friday, March 30th @ 12 noon in the Trinity Room 

Good Friday 
Luke 23:34, Luke 23:43, John 19:26-27, Mark 15:34, John 19:28, John 

19:30, Luke 23:46 

 
 
 

Every day of the year, you can help the M.U.M. food pantry by 
bringing in cans and packages of non-perishable food for our barrel 
in the church narthex.  Thank you for helping our neighbors in need! 



FROM THE PASTOR 
 

Be Nice 

  

I know it can be difficult, very difficult. Believe me, I know. Folks 
get on your nerves. People push your buttons. And being nice, well, 
sometimes that just doesn’t seem like the best option. Sometimes, 
lots of times, we want to be anything but. But I think we need to 
fight that impulse. I think we need to fight it with every faithful 
bone in our body. 

  

In truth, I could have titled this article “Be Kind” or “Be Gracious” 
or “Be Considerate” or any number of nice words. All of those 
work, by the way, because the point is the same. As Christians, as 
followers of Jesus, as people on The Way, as children of God, we 
ought to be D) all of the above. And not just some of the time, but 
all of the time. Now, that doesn’t mean we will, because 
sometimes, we won’t. We’re human after all. But I think we need to 
try a little harder, church. Because our world has gotten a little 
mean lately. More than a little, in fact. 

  

I could be wrong, but it seems to me that our recent advances in 
technology may be moving us in the opposite direction. Because 
Russian bot or actual, real, live human being, our online, social 
media manners are atrocious. It’s not the opinions, it’s not the 
support for this cause or that, it’s not all the selfies (although I do 
sometimes wonder where that’s leading us), it’s the name calling, 
it’s the bad language, it’s the refusal to listen to any other opinion 
but our own and it’s the ugly way we’re engaging with other 
children of God. Some of this is no doubt due to the very real 
political, social, cultural divide in our country. But an even bigger 
part of it, in my opinion, is the ability to say all those nasty things 
through a phone, tablet, computer, etc. You know, without looking 
somebody in the eye, sitting down with them or even knowing 
them. 

  

Let me be clear, I’m not telling you to keep your opinion to 
yourself. I’m not saying you can’t talk about politics or religion or 
sex or money or whatever. I’m not saying go along to get along. 
I’m not telling anybody to be quiet. What I’m saying is that it would 



appear our world could use a few more of us doing that in a nice 
way. At the very least, in a nicer way. A kinder way. A more 
gracious way. A more considerate way. Who knows? If we actually 
listen to people, sit down with them, get to know them rather than 
just their character-limited opinions and actually talk to them rather 
than calling them names, belittling them, de-humanizing them, we 
might actually have a conversation, learn something new, change 
an opinion (theirs or ours) or even make a friend. 

  

I know there are times when the words slip out. I know there are 
times we need to be honest, even brutally so. I know there are 
folks who seemingly only hear us when we yell at the top of our 
lungs. It’s OK, we’re human, God forgives. But maybe, in this day 
and age when there are so many different ways to express 
ourselves, well, maybe before we say something, text something, 
email something, post something, tweet something, maybe we can 
stop and think about it. And then say it as nicely as possible.     
  

Have a Nice Day! 
Rev. Todd  
 

WORSHIP AND MUSIC 

The Ministry of Greeters 
“Welcome!” That’s the message of our 
greeters as people arrive on Sunday mornings 
as we gather together to worship God. They welcome with words 
and handshakes and smiles. Once in a while, people ask if we really 
need a greeter. After all, the ushers are friendly and welcoming. 
And on occasion, ushers do serve as official greeter, when we don’t 
have a separate volunteer on hand. But greeters are able to do 
something special. They can truly focus on each person they 
welcome, especially visitors to Warner. Ask our visitors and they 
will tell you how welcome they felt from the moment they walked 
in the door. Warnerites are friendly and welcoming but the very 
first impression comes from our greeters. So, “thank you”, to each 
of our greeters. And “thank you”, to Diane Schroeder for keeping 
track of the greeter schedule and finding volunteers to share their 
gift of welcoming us to God’s house.  
    --Kay Gorman 



BUILDING AND GROUNDS 
 

New Building Access 
 

 In February, we updated the exterior access to our building. The 

cylinders of the exterior locks will be changed. The present “church 

key” will continue in use for interior doors. The new entry system is 

installed at the Connecticut Avenue tower door and the LCYC door 

on Calvert Street. It will allow access via a plastic fob instead of a 

metal key.  Just hold the fob near the access pad and the door will 

unlock briefly. The door will lock upon closing. You can exit all 

doors of the church at anytime. 
 

On Sundays, for special events and group meetings, the doors can 

be unlocked from the inside to allow for unimpeded access to the 

building. During church business hours, ring the doorbell at these 

doors, and an intercom at each of the two doors will alert the 

church office, pastor, and LCYC offices and allow 2-way 

communication. The door can then be unlocked remotely from the 

office. You can still ring the old-style doorbell at the Calvert Street 

door by the church office.  
 

People who need access to the building at times when the church 

office is not open, can request a fob from the church office. There 

will be a $10 deposit, which will be cheerfully refunded when you 

return the fob. 
 

These measures are being taken proactively to update our security 

to current standards for the increased protection of our staff, our 

students, and our facility. 
 

Save-the-Date: April 14th is the Spring Work Day for Warnerites and 

LCYC families. 
 

--June Eakin, for the Commission on B&G 



 
 



COMMUNITY – MISSION 
 

Save the Date: Sunday, April 8, at 3 p.m. 
 

Those of you who came to Warner last spring to enjoy the 
interfaith concert called, “Songs of Life”, will be delighted to hear 
that there will be another this year! This time it will be at Saint Mark 
Presbyterian Church (on Old Georgetown Road just north of Rock 
Spring Drive), and it will be on the second Sunday of April (April 8), 
at 3:00 p.m. 
 

Warner’s choir will again participate, there will not be an admission 
fee, but donations are appreciated and will benefit Interfaith Works 
Clothing Center. It will be wonderful, and we encourage you to 
bring a neighbor along! 
 

There are two-sided announcements for you on the Commission to 
the Community bulletin board, so pick up one for yourself and one 
for that neighbor!   Share the news!   --Ina Rae Kramer 
 

 
Direct Ties with Churches in Hurricane-Ravaged Puerto Rico 
 

 
 

After the September devastation of Puerto Rico by Hurricane 
Maria, a concerned group met in Riverside Presbyterian Church, 
across the Potomac from us in Sterling, VA.  This church has 
programs in both English and Spanish, and the Spanish-speaking 
co-pastor had some contacts with Presbyterian congregations in 
Puerto Rico.  Growing from this start, the National Capital 
Presbytery (NCP) established an account for money that would be 
used directly for congregations’ relief projects in Puerto Rico. 
 



One of the first projects was a broken water 
pump at a Presbyterian conference center on 
the western end of the island.  Thanks to the 
NCP donation, the pump is now functioning.  
In addition, 5,000 water purification tablets 
have been sent, so the pump now supplies 
clean potable water both to the center, and 
to the town.   
 

A church in a district of San Juan has set up a weekly program, 
offering shopping and lunches; the NCP has sent funds to support 
this work.  Another church found that a big challenge was to get 
adult diapers for elderly citizens; the NCP helped the church set up 
an account with a local medical supply company so that these can 
be purchased easily.  This church has also purchased battery-
powered nebulizers for elderly citizens who need them, and is 
running a feeding program, all with some support from NCP. 
 

So far, over a dozen churches in the National Capital area have 
contributed to this work.  When the Warner Commission to the 
Community learned about it at the turn of the year, we allocated 
$500 from our 2018 budget to support it, and we recently sent this 
money to the NCP.  For more information and pictures, go to 
http://www.nationalcapitalmission.org/disaster-assistance. 
 

    --Cory Atwood for the Commission to the Community 
 

One Great Hour of Sharing 

    “You shall be called repairers of the breach.”  Isaiah 58 
 

During March we will be starting to collect this year’s offering for 

One Great Hour of Sharing.  As some of you may already know, the 

money that you donate goes to three separate programs. 
 

The program that most of you will probably recognize is 

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) which helps rebuild 

communities after hurricanes, earthquakes, or tornadoes.  This is 

the organization that helped Warner volunteers when they went to  

http://www.nationalcapitalmission.org/disaster-assistance


 
 

places like Far Rockaway in New York, Oklahoma City, and 

Cumberland.  They supported us with construction materials and 

tools, or cots and warm meals. 
 

PDA works alongside communities as they recover and find hope 

after the devastation of natural or human-caused disasters.  In 

2017, 25 states received help from PDA following disasters, 

including flooding in North and South Carolina, Texas, Missouri, 

Kansas, Indiana, Michigan and New York; PDA also helped after 

wildfires in California, Tennessee, Texas and Kansas; and has 

engaged with long term issues resulting from Superstorm Sandy 

and Hurricane Matthew.  It also was there to help after various 

public violence incidents.  Also in 2017, 11 countries received aid and 

support after catastrophic events including the violence and 

famine in South Sudan, flooding in Peru and Columbia, cholera 

prevention and food security in Haiti, drought in Malawi and Kenya, 

and ongoing assistance for refugees and internally displaced 

persons related to Syria.  PDA has also been involved after islands 

in the Caribbean and communities in the U.S. were devastated by 

Hurricanes Harvey, Irma and Maria. 
 

One Great Hour of Sharing also funds the Presbyterian Hunger 

Program (PHP).  Just like it sounds, the Hunger Program helps local 

groups provide food directly to the hungry.  But the Hunger 

Program doesn’t just give food; it also tries to help people become 

permanently better fed by fixing the root causes of hunger. It does 

this by supporting community-based gardening that connects 



families with each other, their community, and the earth while 

growing their own food.  As a part of this mission, PHP gave over 

160 grants, totaling more than $1.2 million, impacting communities 

across the United States and 37 other countries.  PHP works to 

provide more and better food, distributing over 55,000 pounds of 

grain through community food banks, and serving 1,600 

congregations in presbyteries around the country. 
 

A less well-known program, the Presbyterian Committee on Self-

Development of People (SDOP), helps low-income communities to 

overcome oppression and injustice.  In 2017, the National SDOP 

entered into partnerships on projects focused on literacy, worker-

owned cooperatives, advocacy, youth-led initiatives, skills 

development, farming, worker rights, immigration/refugee issues 

and capacity building.  Since SCOP’s inception, your gifts to One 

Great Hour of Sharing have supported over 5,000 projects helping 

to develop solutions to challenges faced in economically poor 

communities in the United States and around the world. 
 

Whether it’s a roof over our heads, a warm nutritious meal, or even 

our ability to gather freely to worship together, many of us have 

enjoyed the abundance of God’s blessings.  Through our gifts, we 

empower marginalized populations, not only in our own 

community, but also around the world, to gain a new chance at life 

and dignity. 
 

Since 1949, through One Great Hour of Sharing, Warner Memorial 

Presbyterian Church has joined with millions of other Presbyterians 

to share God’s love with our neighbors-in-need around the world.  

As we share together this year, the Commission to the Community 

sincerely thanks you, on behalf of all of the lives touched by your 

generosity, for your continued investment in the church’s effort to 

meet the needs of the most vulnerable members of God’s family. 
 

 --Ty Bragg 



 

 

 

 
Warner’s PW are not apt to hide their 
light under a bushel basket, as you can 
tell from our Annual Meeting 
presentations, Memo articles, bulletin 
boards, or conversations.  However, we 
would like to take a moment this month 

to ask for your financial support to sustain and increase our mission 
efforts--especially those in our own neighborhood.  You need only 
read on in this article to see that these efforts continue throughout 
the year, and that there is no paucity of ideas for new ways to 
become involved in and support the issues that are near and dear 
to us--especially those that impact the quality of life for women and 
children.  Should you find you have a few dollars to spare, please 
consider placing them in that pew envelope and checking off the 
“Presbyterian Women” box.  We will put your donation to good 
use. 
 
PW Celebrates Valentine’s Day at Rainbow Place   
 
For the fourth Year in a row, PW was happy 
to provide, with the help and support of 
many Warnerites, a special Valentine’s 
evening, on February 10th, for the women of 
Rainbow Place.  It goes without saying that 
the food that was provided was both plentiful and delicious.  In 
addition to goodie bags filled with ChapStick, warm socks, 
handwarmers, bus tokens and chocolates, we included unique 
Valentines created by Warner’s youth. Peter Smeallie donned his DJ 
hat and provided background music enjoyed by all before during 
and after dinner, as evidenced by ladies singing and dancing to the 
beat. Thanks to everyone’s contributions, this was an enriching 
experience for all involved.   
 



Gifts of Women Sunday, March 11 
 

With the significant role that women play at 

Warner, we are sometimes asked why we need 

a special Sunday. With all that is going on in the 

world, in general, but specifically 

regarding/involving women, we think it is even 

more critical this year.  We are especially 

pleased to have Reverend, Dorothy LaPenta 

(Dottie) back with us again for the special worship service   Rev. 

Dottie is a retired minister member of National Capital Presbytery. 

In May of this year, she will move her membership to the Baltimore 

Presbytery and become the parish associate at Prince of Peace 

Presbyterian Church in Crofton, MD.  Prior to retiring, she served 

for 13 years as the pastor at Hope Presbyterian Church in 

Mitchellville, MD.  She also served on the Committee on 

Preparation for Ministry and the Leadership Council in National 

Capital Presbytery.   She considers the Warner Memorial 

Presbyterian Church community a good friend, and she is thankful 

for the opportunity to share in the worship for the Gifts of Women 

Sunday.  In addition to preaching that day, she may also be leading 

Adult Sunday School.  Please plan to join us for that day!!! 

 
2017 Bible Study: Who Is 

Jesus? What a difference 

a lens makes…  
 

We are in the final 
lessons of our two-year 
Bible Study, “Who Is 
Jesus?”, which we began 
in September 2016.  Last 
month, we focused on the non-Canonical Gospels, which we found 
both fascinating and surprising.   In Lesson 8, we will explore Jesus 
through the lenses of other Abrahamic Faiths, and expect this will 



be just as interesting. Come and join the discussion in the Library 
on Tuesday, March 13th at 7:30PM in the church library; June Eakin 
will lead the lesson. All are welcome. Circle leader: June Eakin 
  
Books To Prisons Ministry 

 
In the last year, Warner’s 
Presbyterian Women have become 
involved with DC Books to Prisons, 
and we’re grateful to Lena Aspiras 
for introducing us to an 

organization that works to get books into the hands of prisoners 
around the country. Now we have the opportunity to help them 
provide books to young children visiting their parents in prison. 
From Lori Bowes, of DC Books to Prisons, comes the following 
appeal: 
“We have a project with the federal Bureau of Prisons. Every month, 
we provide hundreds of children's books for the visiting rooms and 
waiting rooms of all the federal prisons nationwide.  Visiting a loved 
one in prison is especially hard for young children, who often spend 
hours waiting with little to keep them occupied. Books also provide 
parents in prison a valuable way to connect with their young children 
during their visits. We need new or gently used children's books or 
magazines, especially activity books, that can be enjoyed by children 
8 or younger from any background or religious tradition.  We also 
need parenting books (NOT baby books). These go directly to 
inmates, not waiting rooms.” 
 

As we indicated in last month’s Memo, Session approved a drive to 
collect children’s books for DC Books to Prisons. We anticipated 
doing this during Lent, but have gotten off to a late start, so we will 
collect through Sunday, April 15th. Note that the following items 
cannot be accepted due to prison restrictions: no spiral bound 
books, no pop-ups, nothing glued to the book, such as cloth or glitter, 
please. 
 

Please look for the specially marked Books to Prisons Children’s 
Book Project box in the hallway near the CE office. If you have any 
questions, please contact JoEllen LaPrade or Lena Aspiras. 



March 2018 PW Book Club  
Please plan to join us on 
Friday, March 23rd for our 
sixth discussion of the 2017-
2018 season. Our book this 
month is, The Boston Girl, by 

Anita Diamant. From the web (GoodReads): 
“From the New York Times bestselling author 
of The Red Tent and Day After Night, comes an 
unforgettable coming-of-age novel about 
family ties and values, friendship and feminism 
told through the eyes of a young Jewish 
woman growing up in Boston in the early 
twentieth century…Written with the same 
attention to historical detail and emotional 
resonance that made Anita Diamant's previous 
novels bestsellers, The Boston Girl is a moving 
portrait of one woman’s complicated life in twentieth-century 
America, and a fascinating look at a generation of women finding 
their places in a changing world…”  Please join us!! We are still 
seeking a venue at which to gather that evening; that Friday, the 
church is not a convenient location for an evening gathering. 
Please contact Lisa Smeallie if you would like to offer your home 
for our discussion. 
 
 
 NIH Easter Baskets 
 

I don’t think we can 

say it better than the 

“Thank You” note 

Sheri received last 

Spring.  Warner’s very 

own Harriet Rabbit, 

aka Sheri Daugherty, 

will be gathering items to fill, wrap, and decorate Easter baskets to 

deliver to the patients and family members at the Children’s Inn at 



NIH.  Sheri is currently gathering seashells on the sunny shores of 

Sanibel Island, but once she returns to her Warner warren, she and 

her helpers will be hard at work.  Easter is April 1st this year.  Please 

leave any items you are providing, in the library, by Wednesday, 

March 28th. Think baskets. Think green Easter grass.  Think 

chocolate Easter candy. Think of giving a monetary donation to 

cover books and activities already purchased.  Thanks in advance 

for your support. 

 

Spring Breakaway 

The Bresees have, once again, kindly 

offered us their lovely mountain home 

for May 4th and 5th this year to leave the 

hustle and bustle of Montgomery 

County behind and head for the hills.  If 

you are interested in joining the fun, please let one of the PW CT 

members know ASAP. Carpools will be arranged as needed.  

Expenses will cover food and we may also collect donations for 

Rainbow Place.   

 

It’s Not Too Late- A limited quantity of Equal Exchange coffee and 

tea is still available for purchase.   Contact JoEllen LaPrade if you 

are interested in any of these goodies! 

 
Fall Day Retreat 
It is never too early to plan a retreat, but 
can sometimes be too late, as we 
discovered last year, and were unable to 
find a venue for a Fall Retreat.  This year 
we started early and were able to snag 

our favorite Sun Porch Room at Bon Secours in Marriottsville, MD 
for Saturday, September 22nd.   Believe it or not, we have already 
tossed around program ideas.  Most importantly, we urge you to 
block your calendar and plan to join us. We typically plan to gather 
around 8:30AM and finish up between 3-4 PM.   



ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP TEAM 

Thanks to the vision of folks at Warner, the EST, and footwork of 

June Eakin and others, Warner has been officially re-certified as an 

Earth Care Congregation for 2018! Please stayed tuned for details in 

the April MEMO about activities and events we are planning, to 

celebrate Earth Day!   
 

LIBRARY COMMITTEE 
 

Please save the date, Sunday 18 March, and 

plan to come and hear Andy Och after 

worship as he speaks to us about his new 

book, Unusual For Their Time: On the Road 

With America’s First Ladies , volume 2. If you 

heard his presentation here at Warner on 

volume 1, you know what a great storyteller 

Andy is. From his website 

(firstladiesman.com): 

“Andrew Och is an Award Winning TV producer who has traveled the 

world in search of provocative stories. In 2012...he traversed America 

for over a year documenting the lives of every *First Lady of the 

United States.* The *C-SPAN* series, *First Ladies: Influence and 

Image* aired from 2013-2014 to great acclaim and revealed the untold 

stories that helped shaped America.” 
 

Volume 1 of his book covered First Ladies from Martha Washington 

through Ida McKinley.  Volume 2 covers Edith Roosevelt through 

Melania Trump. 
 

Signed copies of both volumes will be available for purchase 

following Andy’s presentation. Make a quick hospitality stop after 

worship on Sunday, 18 March, and then come to the Common 

Room by 12:45 to hear Andy Och. 
 

--Submitted by JoEllen LaPrade 

http://firstladiesman.com/


WARNER PEOPLE 
 
In Memoriam Irene Peale 
Included in a note to the church from the Peale’s daughter:  
Irene Peale, a long time member of Warner Memorial Presbyterian 
Church from the early 50's to 1977, passed away in Sarasota, Florida 
on January 2, 2018 at the age of 98.  Mrs. Peale's obituary can be 
found online in the Sarasota Herald Tribune or the Farley Funeral 
Home of Venice, FL. 
 http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/heraldtribune/obituary.aspx?pid
=187868188 
 Irene and Alex Peale were founding members of the Couples 
Group, Mariners, at Warner Memorial.  
 
Please add these updates to your directory: 
 
Charlotte Hunker    301-340-1141 
9701 Veirs Drive, Rm #2189   
(The Villages at Rockville)  
Rockville, MD  20850     
301-340-1141  
 
Betty Sickinger 
Visits can still be made at this address:  
3160 Gracefield Road 
Apt RC1427 
Silver Spring, MD  20904. 
 
Betty’s mail should be sent here: 
 c/o Steven Beall 
 11935 New Country Lane 
 Columbia, MD  21044 
 
A Note from the Editor: 
In the February Memo, we shared Major Williams’ new address, 
where he is now residing. We will miss him, and we wish him 
happiness in his new home.   
 

http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/heraldtribune/obituary.aspx?pid=187868188
http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/heraldtribune/obituary.aspx?pid=187868188


March Birthdays 
1 Jenny Letizia 
2 Abby Massey 
4 Harper Katherine Batis, Louise MacDonald 
5 Diane Schroeder 
6 Antonio Robinson 
8 Susie Sun 
9 Bruce Bowen 
10 Larry Pinkus 
11 Emily Bragg 
14 Joan Bannon, Geoff Cope, Glee Lohm 
15 Kim Moody 
16 Edwin Brown 
17 Shalini Puri 
18 Charlie Castner 
19 Pam Dunn 
20 Elizabeth Bunn, Alice Castner 
23 Ghislaine Mogo 
24 Ida Yoder 
28 Ruth Harvey 
29 Hannah Cope, Doug Seeley 
30 Karen Cook 
31 Elnora Gloss, Dawn Rhine 
 
 
 

April 2018 MEMO Issue 
Please submit your completed article to 

memo@warnermemorial.org by Tuesday, March 20 in order for 
the Memo team to get it published and distributed by the first of 

the month. 
Thank you for your contributions and timeliness!  
Please Note: Volunteers needed for the MEMO! 

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:memo@warnermemorial.org


 
 
 

Warner Memorial Presbyterian Church 

10123 Connecticut Avenue 

Kensington, MD 20895 

301-949-2900 

FAX 301-933-7704 

Home Page http://www.warnermemorial.org 

Please see bulletin boards outside the Main Office 

Interim Pastor: Rev. Todd Sutton 

Christian Education Director: Dave Grace 

Music Director: Peter Smeallie 

Organist: Sungho Paik 

Director, Learning Center for Young Children: Angela Goolsby 

301-949-2933 

Administrative Assistant: Dina Bickel 

Sunday Morning Preschool/Nursery Aide: Shervonne Johnson 

MEMO Editor: Sharon Allen 

MEMO e-mail: memo@warnermemorial.org 
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