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FROM THE PASTOR
Dear members and friends,
The season of Lent begins early this year. This is a season with an emphasis on spiritual
practices as we move toward our observance of Christ’s death and resurrection. Part of
that is a focus on turning away from that which harms us. Theologians from as early as the
fourth century developed a list of seven deadly sins, which includes: pride, greed, lust,
envy, gluttony, wrath, and sloth. Soon thereafter, someone came up with a list of seven
heavenly virtues which ought to be embraced: chastity (it was a monk after all),
temperance, charity, diligence, patience, kindness, and humility.
Ninety years ago, Mahatma Gandhi, realizing that sins that harm a society or the world
should also be considered something to resist, listed these seven deadly social sins: politics
without principle, commerce without morality, science without humanity, knowledge
without character, wealth without work, pleasure without conscience, and worship
without sacrifice. Put in positive virtuous terms, the goal would be to have politics with
principle, commerce with morality, science with a commitment to humanity, knowledge
with character, wealth through work, pleasure consistent with conscience, and worship
with sacrifice.
Our first response to such lists may well be, “I think ‘ole so-and-so’ needs to adjust his/her
life.” But a response that is more in keeping with the Lenten season is to determine where
in our own lives we need to be shaped by God’s Spirit to lead lives that reflect God’s reign.
Being aware of and moving away from practices and attitudes that harm ourselves and
others is a good spiritual goal. Moving toward practices and attitudes that spiritually (in
the broadest understanding) benefit ourselves and others can also be great positive steps.
What will you focus on this Lenten season? What would lead to spiritual growth for you?
Now is the time to come up with some answers and a plan on how to open yourself to such
growth that comes from God.
With gratitude for such a season as this,
Kirby Lawrence Hill

WORSHIPING TOGETHER IN FEBRUARY
Sunday, February 7
Communion – Transfiguration Sunday
Exodus 34:29-35; Luke 9:28-43
“Astounding Greatness”
Wednesday, February 10 – Ash Wednesday
Communion – 7:30 p.m. service
Joel 2:1-2; 12-17; 2 Corinthians 5:20b--6:10
“Now”
Sunday, February 14
First Sunday in Lent
Deuteronomy 26:1-11; Luke 4:1-13
“First”
Sunday, February 21
Second Sunday in Lent
Psalm 27; Luke 13:31-35
“Unrelenting”
Sunday, February 28
Celebrate the Gifts of Women Sunday
Rev. Dottie LaPenta preaching
FEASTING IN PRAYER, ESPECIALLY DURING LENT
Come to Warner Memorial on Wednesday nights during Lent to be fed physically and
spiritually. The Ash Wednesday service will be a time to return God’s embrace of grace when
there will be disposition of ashes and communion. Then on the other Wednesdays during the
Lenten season, you are encouraged to come to “Supper and Supplication: Prayer Feast.” We
begin with a simple soup and bread meal at 6 p.m. in the Common Room, followed by Kirby
leading a Bible study and discussion about prayer, concluding with a brief prayer service in the
Trinity Room. Prayer can feed our spirits – come learn and experience just that on February
17, 24 and March 2, 9, and 16.

SPECIAL NOTES
COME AND “COUNT THE WAYS…”
JOIN IN THE POETRY READING ON SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 7
Love, which we particularly celebrate in the month of February (thanks to St. Francis of
Assisi), comes in many different forms and is called by many different names – Agape, Eros,
Passion, Amour – to name a few.
On Sunday, February 7, at 12:30 -- following the worship service -- please come to the
church library with a love poem, serious or humorous, for recitation. There are several
volumes in the library shelves that can be of service. We would love to have you participate!
-- Marie Rosche, for the Library Committee
-------------------------------------------------------------

ATTENTION, ALL READERS! PLEASE “CHECK OUT”
WARNER’S BULLETIN BOARDS
Once again, we note that the various bulletin boards in the
church’s main hallway (near the offices and the Common
Room) are informative and full of vitality.
These displays include Education, Community (mission), Outreach, Presbyterian Women,
Music and Worship – and more.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
WARNER MEMORIAL’S LENTEN / EASTER SCHEDULE 2016
Wednesday nights
February 10: Ash Wednesday Worship and Communion in Sanctuary -- 7:30 p.m.
February 17, 24, March 2, 9, 16: Wednesday Night Series
6:00 p.m. Soup and bread supper in the Common Room followed by a study of prayer
in the Trinity Room---Supper and Supplication: A Prayer Feast, led by Rev. Kirby Lawrence
Hill

Sunday Mornings
February 14, 21, March 6, 13, 20:
9:30 a.m. Study of Jesus' “I Am” sayings in the Gospel of John
February 28
9:30 a.m. Adult church school class led by The Rev. Dorothy LaPenta
11:00 a.m. Celebrate the Gifts of Women worship service, guest preacher, Rev.
LaPenta,
Pancake Brunch/Game Day in Social Hall
March 27
9:30 a.m. An intergenerational celebration of Easter with
eggs-traordinary Bible searches, crafts, and discussion

Holy Week
March 20 – Palm Sunday Worship
11:00 a.m. Sanctuary
Brunch in Social Hall

March 24 -- Maundy Thursday
6:00 p.m. - Fellowship and simple meal, Social Hall
7:30 p.m. - Worship Service with Communion, Sanctuary
March 25 -- Good Friday
Service at Noon, in the Sanctuary
March 27 -- Easter
8:00 a.m. – Outdoor Service in Pavilion at Temple Emanuel
11:00 a.m. -- Worship Celebrating Christ's Resurrection

COMMUNITY
YOUR “TWO CENTS-A-MEAL” MONEY MAKES A DIFFERENCE
On Sunday, January 17, we collected $162 – your monthly contributions to alleviate hunger
in our midst. From your donations on the third Sunday of every month, Warner’s 2 Cents-aMeal project contributes to hunger relief nearby and, through Presbyterian programs, the
larger world community. Thanks to all who donate to this effort. It’s a good habit; we
invite everyone to join us in this project.
– Ann Rakow

OUR ANNUAL “SOUPER BOWL” COLLECTION WAS “SOUPERB” !
On Sunday, January 31, Warner members and friends donated approximately 100 cans and
boxes of non-perishable food for the MUM pantry in Wheaton. We also gave $216 toward
the Warner Memorial Deacons’ Fund, which in turn is designated for Giant grocery cards for
local individuals and families in dire situations.
Thanks to Warner’s deacons and the Youth Group for coordinating the collections and the
soup & bread luncheon, which was followed by the Annual Meeting of the congregation.

THANK YOU FOR FILLING THE FOOD BARREL TO “OVERFLOWING”
This past Christmas, instead of our putting up an "Angel Tree" under
which the congregation could put gifts for children in our community, it
was decided that feeding hungry families would be our priority. Many of
you know that Doug Seeley, now retired to Florida with his wife, Telsche,
found, refinished, and labeled the handsome barrel which sits in the
narthex. At anytime, members of the congregation can place in it items
of non-perishable food all of which is given to Mid-County United
Ministries (MUM) to stock the Capt. Joseph A. Mattingly Food Pantry
which benefits clients in Wheaton, Aspen Hill and Kensington.
Many of you volunteer time there, and on your behalf, the Commission to the Community
also sends financial donations to MUM (MUM also provides emergency assistance to
prevent utility cut-off, eviction, prescription assistance), and there are special food
collections from time to time made by groups in the church, all of which are acknowledged
with a letter of thanks.
Please look at the Community bulletin board to see just a few of the letters of thanks
posted there. Note especially the letter from M.U.M. dated December 24th indicating that
Warner donated 349 lbs. of food, which they were called to pick up because our barrel was
truly filled to overflowing. Thank you. The generosity of this mission-minded congregation
must surely please our Lord.
-- Ina Rae Kramer, for the Community Commission
-
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NOTE: Every day of the year, you can help the Mid-County United Ministries food pantry in
Wheaton. Bring in cans and packages of non-perishable food for our barrel in the church
narthex. Your donations continue to help our neighbors in need !

“And now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love.”
-- 1 Corinthians 13:13

Children Grades K through 4 are invited to join

KENSINGTON MUSIC MAKERS
2016 MINI-SESSION
A fun and interactive music experience featuring singing,
percussion ensemble, improvisation and songs
from around the world!
The music makers will share their talent during
LCYC’s WINTERFEST 2016!
Led by Warner’s Music Director, Peter Smeallie
Monday, January 25 and Monday, February 1, 4:30-5:30 p.m.
Saturday, February 6, 2016 at Winterfest
WARNER MEMORIAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
10123 Connecticut Avenue
Kensington, Maryland 20895
To register or for more information, please contact Jan Moody (jdmoody3@gmail.com)

MISSION PROJECT
LOOKING FORWARD TO LENT – DONATING BOOKS TO PRISONS
“Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others.” -Philippians 2:4
During advent at Mrs. Moody’s house, we introduced the idea of starting a new mission
and ministry, one that can grow and offer a new way for Warner to reach those “less
fortunate” both near and far. During Lent this season, we would like to invite Warner, our
neighbors and co-workers to join us in collecting books for inmates. Books to Prisons is a
project led by the Washington Peace Center; they collect books, organize, pack and send
them to prisons all over the country.
During Lent, we’re asking you to go through your personal libraries and book collections
and donate any/all books that you no longer use or read. Most prisons do not accept
hardback books, so please consider donating only paperback books, preferably in good
condition, and check to ensure that there is no personal information written on the inside.
For more information on what books to donate, stop by the display board for ideas, genres
and special requests! We hope this activity continues even after Lent has ended and look
forward to other ways in which we can serve our brothers and sisters who are confined in
prisons and jails.
Book donation information:
Books to Prisons: a project of the Washington
Peace Center. Every Wednesday, they organize
book packing and can receive books between 68:30 p.m. at Foundry United Methodist Church,
located at 1500 16th Street, NW, Washington, DC
20036. Their book boxes are sent out all over the
country. We can also contact
btopdc@gmail.com for a list of prison libraries
accepting books where we can send our donations directly.
-- Article submitted by Lena Aspiras

Suggested books for donations:
Nonfiction
•

Dictionaries (English, Spanish-English) - our #1 request

•

Atlases and almanacs (relatively current)

•

How to draw

•
Science and alternative energy (including magazines like Discover and Scientific
American)
•

Farming and agriculture

•
“How to” books (especially woodworking, plumbing, car mechanics, small motor
repair)
•

Personal finance and starting a business

•

GED preparation

•

American Sign Language (ASL) instruction

•

Mayan and Aztec history

•

African American, Latin American, and classical history

•

Spanish textbooks

•

Chess and role-playing games

•

Yoga and Pilates

•
Blank composition books WITHOUT spiral binding (Spiral binding is prohibited in
prisons.)

Fiction
•

Westerns

•

Graphic novels and comic books (especially Marvel and DC Comics)

•

Urban literature

Hard-to-fill Requests
Sometimes, we receive requests for specific books/types of books that don't match those
in our donated library. This list can (and will) change over time, but at the moment, we
need paperback books (preferably in good condition) in the following areas:
•
Business/trade categories: Welding, truck driving, starting a business, real estate,
finance
•
Games: Chess and role-playing games (such as Dungeons & Dragons and
Warhammer)
•

Religion: Judaism, including Jewish texts and learning Hebrew

•

Agriculture: Gardening, raising livestock, self-sufficient living

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

REMEMBERING THE REV. DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. wrote, “Life's most
persistent and urgent question is, 'What are you
doing for others?'”
On Jan. 18, the annual celebration of Dr.
King's birthday, there were many opportunities
to help others. For the second year, a group
from Warner Church that included Hannah
Cope, Charlotte Cook, Kelsey and Jan Moody,
joined with many others at the Silver Spring
Civic Center to make cards for cancer patients,
bracelets for children in foster homes, pillows for nursing homes, and work on many other
projects to support the community. It was a wonderful way to celebrate the memory of a
leader who lived out Christ's commandment to love your neighbor.
Pictured: Charlotte Cook and Hannah Cope making bracelets for a Children's Home

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
ANNUAL PRESBYTERY-WIDE PRAYER BREAKFAST
The annual Presbytery-wide prayer breakfast was hosted this
year by Westminster Presbyterian Church in Alexandria on
January 30. The meeting welcomed nearly 100 women from
churches throughout the Presbytery to come and connect
hope with help for women caught in daily life consequences of
poverty, health and violence. Nora Leccese from the Office of
Public Witness informed us about the myriad challenges /issues
that impact those who are incarcerated or impoverished in the
U.S. Those of us (Sue Burns, June Eakin, and Charity Singletary from Warner) who attended
came away energized to consider what we can do within our own backyard to lend
support, for example establishing tutoring services, especially in math.

“JANUARY” BOOK GROUP WILL BE FEBRUARY 7
Due to “Snowzilla”, the January Book Group discussion of The
Martian by Andy Weir has been rescheduled for Sunday, February 7th at
6:00 p.m. JoEllen LaPrade will lead the discussion and we will be
hosted by Ruth Harvey at her house. Ruth has offered to provide us
with a supper of soup and bread. So come for the camaraderie, come
for conversation, or come for the cuisine, whether or not you’ve read the book.

REFLECTIONS CIRCLE
Reflections Circle will meet on Sunday, February 14th . We meet
the second Sunday of the month at Warner. The Bible study
follows Horizons Bible study, “Come to the Waters.” For more
information, see Lora McGlade .

JOY CIRCLE
Joy Circle will meet Tuesday, February 16th (note date change) at
7:30 p.m. to cover chapters 5 in the Horizons Bible study, “Come to
the Waters.” All are welcome to join the discussion. Lesson leader:
June Eakin, Hostess: TBD If you are interested in hosting that evening, please contact June.

SERVING AT RAINBOW PLACE FEBRUARY 20
PW welcomes you to join in bringing joy,
cheer, and a warm meal to the women at
Rainbow Place Shelter in Rockville on
Saturday, February 20 at 6:30 p.m. Along with good food and good
conversation, we are planning to provide musical accompaniment by
John Horman, who will lead us in a sing-along that evening. We also
plan to provide goodie bags containing hand-warmers, bus tokens,
and chocolate. We need help with providing and serving food. If you
would like to learn more about our plans, please contact any member
of the PW Coordinating Team (Sue Burns, Karen Cook, June Eakin, Kay Gorman, Lora
McGlade, Charity Singletary, and Lisa Smeallie.)

FEBRUARY BOOK GROUP
The February Book Group meeting will be held in the Warner library on
Tuesday, February 23rd. The book for that evening’s discussion is The
Boys in the Boat: Nine Americans and Their Epic Quest for Gold at the
1936 Berlin Olympics by Daniel James Brown. This #1 NYT bestseller is an
irresistible inspirational story about beating the odds and finding hope in
the most desperate of times. Based in part on the journals of the boys,
“readers need neither background nor interest in competitive rowing to
be captivated by this remarkable and beautifully crafted history.” As usual, we will meet at
7:30p.m., and reading the book is not required.

WE CELEBRATE GIFTS OF WOMEN -- SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 28
The Rev. Dorothy LaPenta will be preaching at Warner on
Sunday, February 28 and leading the 9:30 Adult Sunday School
class. Rev LaPenta served for 13 years as a pastor of Hope
Presbyterian Church in Mitchellville, Maryland. She is currently
the Chair of the Leadership Council of National Capital
Presbytery. Rev. LaPenta is a second career pastor having
worked as a registered nurse for 23 years before graduating from
Princeton Theological Seminary. Her name may ring a bell… she
preached at Warner last fall and was very well –received. We look forward to seeing and
hearing her again!

EASTER BASKETS FOR THE CHILDREN’S INN:
DROP OFF CONTRIBUTIONS IN THE WARNER LIBRARY BY PALM SUNDAY
Our resident Easter bunny, Sheri Daugherty (aka
Harriet Rabbit), is coordinating Easter baskets for sick
children at the Children’s Inn at the NIH again this year.
Along with volunteers, Sheri needs baskets, gift bags,
and cellophane bags to put the baskets in, green
grass/tissue and candy. Guests at the Inn can range in
age from 4 to 20. Age appropriate, non-gender specific
items are encouraged. Please check out the bulletin
board for the full instructions. Instructional flyers will
also be made available.

MISSION: BOOKS TO PRISONS
Lena Aspiras is spearheading a prison mission effort, “Books to
Prisons”, a project sponsored by the Washington Peace Center.
(Read details about the project in this MEMO issue.) Let’s get
behind this unique program! What a great follow-up to the recent
Prayer Breakfast program.

ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP TEAM
Groundcovers
Since I started a landscaping business some 20 years ago, I have been fascinated by
groundcovers. The role of the groundcover in the landscape is often underestimated. Most
gardeners know the benefits of providing protection from erosion and drought and helping cut
down on the amount of weeding required. But, groundcovers also impact the appearance of a
property, while concealing bare earth and providing resources for animals (hopefully not deer)
and insects.
Most property owners select grass as the primary groundcover in their yards, because it
provides space for kids and pets to play. As long as your soil is good and your mowing height is
set high, a lawn should be easy to maintain organically. But, sometimes the grass is just not
happy in certain spots and it becomes more of an eye sore. You may spend a lot of money
trying to get grass to grow in an inhospitable spot…or just mulch it!

Alternatively, how could you choose the right ground cover for those difficult areas? In
Kensington I have seen pachysandra or Ivy used as the preferred groundcover around trees or
on hills, but there are so many options! The challenge is to determine what will be happy and
grow into a dense patch, since after that first year, most ground covers--if well chosen and
installed--will keep spreading exponentially with little effort!
Here are some of my favorite native low-growing ground
covers: Carex Pennsylvanica, Rhus aromatica, Polystichum
acrostichoides, Rudbeckia hirta, Podophyllum peltatum and,
last but not least, Convallaria majalis (Lily-of-the-valley).
Here are some of my favorite
non-native low ground covers:
Erica “Springwood pink,” Sarcococca, Liriope “Royal purple,”
Hypericum “Hidcote” and, last but not least, Ceratostigma
plumbaginoides.
I do think the best gardens, like a favorite old friend, are the ones that grow happy and keep
surprising us through the years, and seasons.
Happy 2016!!!!
Richard Bajana, Richard Landscaping*
*Richard Landscaping will be providing land care for the church beginning in January. The
company specializes in organic care using hand weeding in place of herbicides, integrated pest
management in place of pesticides, and lawn care based on soil tests and analysis.
---------------------------As a reminder, Warner is a continuing Presbyterian “Earth Care”
congregation, awarded by our denomination. Your Environmental
Stewardship Team (EST) invites all members and friends to contribute ideas
for conserving energy and resources – here at church, at work and at home
in your neighborhood. The team plans to have a meeting on the first Sunday in March after
worship, and YOU are invited.
Meanwhile, we encourage everyone to support the local farmers markets in our
communities.

BOARD OF DEACONS
Once again in February, the Board of Deacons will be coordinating Warner’s preparation
and serving of Saturday dinners at Rainbow Place. Rainbow Place is a women’s shelter
located at Rockville Presbyterian Church. During this Valentine’s month, open your heart
by preparing a dish or serving, and help remind these ladies that God loves them. This is a
great opportunity for individuals, families, or a Warner committee, commission, or other
group to help these women in need. The ladies there say how much they LOVE it when
Warner cooks and serves, and they prefer simple fare. If you’re interested, please see the
sign-up chart near our church office. (We’ll also try to bring the chart down to the Social
Hall during Fellowship Hours.) With thanks from the Deacons!
Our January meeting was canceled due to the huge snowfall. We welcome our new
deacons, Chris Robins and Mark Bocchetti. The new Moderator is Alan Schroeder and our
new Vice-Moderator is Nancy Lawrence Hill. Chris Bragg is continuing as Secretary, and
Mary Lou Armstrong is staying on as our Treasurer.
--Elizabeth Bunn
Thanks to Elizabeth Bunn, former deacon moderator, for the above article. And thanks to
Libby also for her years of leadership of the deacons.
-- Tiff Carroll, for the Board of Deacons

Stephen Ministers can help you. For someone who will listen and help
you find the spiritual resources to get through a tough time, call leaders
Barbara Jaquette (301-593-2875) or call Rev. Hill at the church office.

In Memoriam, Edd B. West
On January 22, Edd West, a friend and part of our congregation for many years, passed
away. We will miss Edd. Among his other talents, he kept the flowering plants near the
church terrace looking colorful and lively.
A memorial service was held at Warner on January 29. Please keep his wife, Mildred, and
the children and grandchildren in your prayers.

SPECIAL NOTES
CAN YOU MAKE PHONE CALLS FOR THE FLOWER COMMITTEE?
The Warner Flower Committee is looking for volunteers to make phone calls. You may
feel that arranging flowers is not “your thing” -- but how about talking on the phone? Each
week, someone calls the flower donor to confirm their dedication and flower preferences
and then passes that information on to Dina in our office and to Bell Flowers, our florist.
The calls needed to be completed by Wednesday of each week. You will be provided with
all the information you need for each month. Please contact Kay Gorman (301-946-3274) if
you can help. Thank you.

CAPITAL FUND CAMPAIGN CLOSES OUT THE YEAR 2015
With great generosity exhibited by many, 2015 concluded with something over $36,000 in
Warner's Capital Campaign Fund. We were also able to close out our capital campaign loan
during the year. So we are very pleased to be in this financial position. There are still two
projects that are likely to draw on those funds that were related to the Capital Campaign: a
new curb cut and driveway for use of our overflow parking on Prospect Street, and
landscaping for the space in front of the elevator tower. There are plenty of other projects
around the building that will still need funding as well. The Session has authority to make
these kinds of decisions about the spending of these funds.

WARNER PEOPLE
FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS
1

Scott Daugherty

2

Sumatie Colbert, Andrew D'Souza

3

Bob McNeil

4

Dana Lemaster, Andrew Stalker

8

Kay Gorman, Telsche Seeley

9

Carol Brewka, Pam Creel

10

Jacqueline Enright

11

Tiff Carroll, Asha Datta

12

Laura Batis, Andrew Letizia

15

James Gray

21

Dina Bickel

23

Jonathan Brodsky, Henry Dunn

25

William Landfair, Ann Rakow

26

Sharon Allen, Kathy Swendiman

27

Sasha Letizia

28

Anne Hancock

POTLUCK
The Warner Potluck Group will meet at the home of Mark and June Eakin on Saturday,
February 20, at 7:00 p.m. For more information, please call Susan Fulton at 301-949-0691.

NEXT MEMO ISSUE
Please submit articles and notices for the March issue of the Warner MEMO by Saturday,
February 20. To all of our contributors: You may send your material via disk or typed
hardcopy to the church office, or via e-mail to memo@warnermemorial.org…and we thank
you for your contributions!

Warner Memorial Presbyterian Church
10123 Connecticut Avenue
Kensington, MD 20895
301-949-2900
FAX 301-933-7704
Home Page http://www.warnermemorial.org
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301-949-2933
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