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FROM THE PASTOR
Dear members and friends,
Woody Allen supposedly said, “Ninety percent of life is just showing up.” The season of
Lent starts on Ash Wednesday, February 18. Spiritual disciplines are often a focus during
the Lenten season. The chief discipline at the core of the church’s life is corporate
worship. Showing up for worship services (including the Ash Wednesday service) is
important.
However, showing up to actually worship requires more than our physical
presence. William Temple, an Anglican theologian, wrote, “Worship is the submission of all
of our nature to God. To worship is to quicken the conscience by the holiness of God, to
feed the mind with the truth of God, to purge the imagination by the beauty of God, to
open the heart to the love of God, to devote the will to the purpose of God.” That’s a lot
more than just ‘showing up.’ The congregation is diminished (not just in numbers) when
segments of it are not worshiping together. When we come together fully engaged in
worship, we joyfully express our praises to God, we are joined with others in music and
song, we lift up our hearts (empty or full) praying together, we listen with a yearning for
God’s Word, we experience God’s merciful goodness in the sacraments, and we respond to
all of the above through the giving of ourselves as we prepare to leave the sanctuary to
love and serve. To do those things worshipfully requires squeezing a lot into that other ten
percent beyond ‘showing up’ when it comes to our worship life.
When we prepare for worship by studying the scripture lessons ahead of time (found in
the Memo and on the church web site, studied during Thursday Bible study and during
adult Sunday school), praying for the worship leaders, preparing our own hearts for
worship (in reflection before entering the sanctuary and during the opening voluntary),
thinking about who we need to pray for and what we need to pray about, we will be
individually and corporately enriched. During each service, when we notice how the hymns
and litanies and prayers fit into the service as a whole, how the themes engage us, how the
service flows, how we might help a young person follow along, and what might be our
focus during times of prayer and reflection, we will be individually and corporately
enriched. After each time of worship, when we connect with our fellow worshipers
(particularly guests), reflect (individually or with others) on what we thought and felt about
various aspects of the service, explore what was authentically worshipful, and follow
through on whatever we were moved to do during the service, we will be individually and
corporately enriched.
Yes, please show up prepared, engaged, and responsive so that we will be individually
and corporately enriched. And yes, God will show up too!
With joy,
Kirby Lawrence Hill

WORSHIPING TOGETHER IN FEBRUARY
Sunday, February 1
Communion
1 Corinthians 8:1-13; Mark 1:21-28
“Getting Clean”

Sunday, February 8
Mark 1:29-39; Isaiah 40:21-31
“Renewed Strength”

Sunday, February 15
Transfiguration Sunday
2 Kings 2:1-12; Mark 9:2-9
“Where Do We Look?”

Wednesday, February 18
Ash Wednesday
Communion
Psalm 51:1-17; Isaiah 58:1-12
“After Repenting”

Sunday, February 22
Psalm 25:1-10; Genesis 9:8-17
“Keeping the Covenant”

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
WARNER YOUTH CELEBRATE MARTIN LUTHER KING JUNIOR DAY
Pictured:
Charlotte,
Julia,
Jordan, and Simon making
bracelets for foster children
On MLK Day, Charlotte Cook,
Julia Cope, Jordan Hill, and
Simon Winter volunteered at
the Silver Spring Civic Center
Day of Service from 10 am
until NOON. They helped with
the
following
projects:
making bracelets for foster
children, Valentine cards for
senior citizens, and advocacy paper houses for Habitat for Humanity to voice concern
about homelessness in Montgomery County. At the beginning of the day, as hundreds of
people of all ages gathered in the Civic Center, we heard excerpts from Martin Luther
King's sermon the Drum Major Instinct and were reminded that we are called to work as
servant leaders as we do God's work in the world. In the afternoon we went to see the
movie, Selma, a film about the civil rights movement that led to the signing of the Voting
Rights Act of 1965.

“SOUPER BOWL” 2015
Warner Youth led the SOUPER BOWL of Caring collection of dollars and cans of soup to
help tackle hunger and poverty in Montgomery County. $200.00 was raised to support the
effort of Rainbow Place, a shelter for homeless women, to provide a warm space to sleep
and eat during the winter months. More than 80 cans of soup were collected to help stock
the shelves of the food pantry of Mid-County-United Ministry. (See corresponding cover
page photo.)

FIELD TRIP TO THE INTERFAITH CLOTHING CENTER
Members from the Commission to the Community and
friends delivered the Advent collection of forty-four hats
to the Interfaith Clothing Center on Saturday, Jan. 23. The
group included: Ginny and Cory Atwood, Ty Bragg, Kirby
Lawrence Hill, Jan Moody, and Claudia Stalker. In addition
to dropping off the donation, the group stayed and helped
to sort the mounds of donated clothes. The trip provided
an opportunity to witness one of the many ways that
Interfaith Works is meeting the needs of low income
families in Montgomery County. The Center's coordinator
gave the group an overview of the work of the Center as
well as highlighting current needs that include help with
sorting clothes on week days and more donations of
men's clothing. Pictured: Kirby and Ty sorting clothes at ICC

SUNDAY SCHOOL GUEST SPEAKER IN JANUARY
The Christian Education hosted special guest speaker Nancy Sushinsky, Executive Director
of Rainbow Place, for the 9:30 Sunday School class on Jan. 24. Encircled by adults and
youth, Nancy provided updates on the
shelter and answered questions about
homelessness in Montgomery County.
She asked for special prayers for more
shelters for homeless families, an
under-served population.
Warner Deacons are coordinating
Rainbow Place meals and servers for
Saturday nights in February. Sign up
sheets are outside the Sanctuary.
Pictured: Nancy Sushinksy, Rainbow
Place Director and Adult Church School
Class

UP-COMING SERVICES AND SERIES IN SEASON OF LENT
ASH WEDNESDAY: February 18: Communion Worship Service,
Sanctuary, 7:30 p.m.

LENTEN WEDNESDAY NIGHT SERIES: A Five part study of
Martin Luther King Jr.'s Letter from a Birmingham Jail and threepart small group Bible series)
 Feb. 25, March 4, March 11, March 18, March 25: 6:00 p.m.-- Soup and bread supper in
the Common Room followed by a study of Dr. King's letter written in 1963 and
discussions about how the church responds to social justice issues in 2015. Dr. Ted
Rosche and Rev. Kirby Lawrence Hill will lead the series.
 Feb. 25, March 4, March 11: 7:30 p.m--. three part small group series, Raising Teens in
an Almost Christian World hosted by Jan Moody in her home.* The classes are
designed for adults interested in the faith development of youth. One goal of the
series is to explore ways we can help our children recognize the gift of faith that God
has given to them and how that gift can help them navigate a world full of
challenges. The book Almost Christian, by Kenda Creasy Dean and a study guide will
help to direct the discussion.
*Jan's Address: (located ½ mile south of Warner Church)---4012 Everett St. Kensington)
 March 22: 11:00 a.m. Warner Church congregation will worship at the First Baptist
Church of Ken-Gar

WORSHIP & MUSIC
COME TO BELL CHOIR—ALL ARE WELCOME!
Can you tap your toe to the music? Then come join the fun at the handbell choir
rehearsals. Try your hand at playing a group instrument! Players are needed in the loft
Thursday evenings at 7:00. Singers are always welcome at 8:15 Thursday evenings and at
10:30 Sunday mornings make a joyful noise unto the Lord with the Sanctuary Choir.
-- Peter Smeallie, Music Director

SPECIAL NOTES
SEARCHING FOR CHURCH OFFICE MANAGER/ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
Recently, June Eakin stepped down as Warner’s Office Manager / Administrative
Assistant. There is a search team that is seeking to find the right person to fill this position.
Meanwhile, we are thankful that Kim Moody is serving as an interim until the team finds a
person to fill the post permanently.

COME ONE, COME ALL !
Warner Memorial Church’s Learning Center for Young Children
Presents its Annual “WinterFest” Children’s Carnival
Saturday, February 7

10 a.m. – 2 p.m.

Activities and Events include a Moon Bounce, Carnival Games, Bake Sale,
Children’s Craft Room, Silent Auction, and Family Photo Booth –
Lunch by Armand’s Pizza
Performances by “The Banjo Man” Frank Cassel
(* Snow Date: February 21)

BOARD OF DEACONS
HELP WANTED
Do you like to cook, bake, or help others? If you answered yes to any or all of the afore
mentioned, then the deacons need your skills in helping them with the preparation and
serving of Saturday dinners at Rainbow Place. Rainbow Place is a women’s shelter located
at Rockville Presbyterian Church. A sign-up chart is now available near the Warner church
office, to either prepare a dish or serve for Saturdays, February 7th, 21st, or 28th. The
women there prefer simple home-style cooking and always rave about the food from
Warner’s chefs!!!!! BE THE FIRST IN YOUR PEW TO SIGN-UP. You will be glad you did!!!!

JANUARY LUNCHEON
A good time was had by all at the Souper Bowl luncheon on Sunday, January 25th. A
variety of soups were prepared and thanks go to all for assistance with the meal. Thanks go
to a non-deacon, Lill Gardner for providing her delicious Italian-style soup and to deaconhusband Scott Bunn for his homemade chili.

As of this writing, the deacons have not had their first meeting of the year, but we will
soon have more information on deacon projects for the year…...stay tuned to next
month’s MEMO!!!!!
Elizabeth Bunn, Moderator

Please support the Warner Memorial Deacons’ Fund by contributing
on the first Sunday of each month.
You may use the special envelopes in the pew racks.
Please give generously to help our neighbors in need.
Every day, you can nourish the spirits and stomachs of the needy adults and children living in
our midst in this county by bringing cans and boxes on non-perishable food. Items placed in
the “For I Was Hungry…” barrel go to the Mid-county United Ministries (M.U.M.) pantry (see
cover photo). Thank you!

ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP TEAM
UPCOMING EVENTS
Saint Mark Presbyterian Church is having an Environmental Film
Festival - "Pizza and a Movie". Come out and join them for free pizza at
6:30 in Macdonnell Fellowship Hall and view a film at 7:00 in the
sanctuary. Wednesday nights. In January they screened "Poisoned
Waters" and "Coal Country."
Feb. 4 - Food Matters (80 minutes)
Feb. 11 - Dirt, the Movie (80 minutes)

NEXT MEETING
Sunday, February 8th at 12:30 in the Trinity Room EST meets to discuss plans for Warner in
2015 as an Earth Care Congregation. Everyone welcome!
--June Eakin
“When one tugs at a single thing in nature, he finds it attached to the rest of the world.”
-- John Muir

COMMUNITY – MISSION
“TWO CENTS-A-MEAL” PROGRAM: IT ADDS UP TO A BIG BLESSING!
Our monthly “2 Cents-a-Meal” program at Warner continues to provide blessings of
donations for various hunger projects near and far away. On Sunday, January 18, a group
gathered in the common room and counted $296.60 in coins, currency and checks. For
January and February (next offering will be on Feb. 15), our discretionary 40% will help the
homeless women’s shelter “Rainbow Place” at Rockville Presbyterian Church.
Thanks for your support; we’re also looking for help with counting the coins, and we
need more paper penny wrappers.
– Ann Rakow

ADMINISTRATION & FINANCE
ANNUAL REPORTS
Copies of the “2014 Warner Memorial Annual Reports” booklet are available in the
narthex and the table near the C.E. office in the main hallway. These reports give vital
information about who we are and what we are about as a community of faith and
purpose.

A NOTICE FROM WARNER’S PLEDGE BOOKKEEPERS
To all members and friends of Warner: Your 2014 contribution statements are available
for you to pick up. Any statements not picked up in the next week or so will be mailed out.
Thank you for saving us the postage by getting your individual envelope with the annual
statement, and thanks for your support. Your current envelope number appears on your
statement. It is not important for you to memorize your number; if you forget your
number, please just write your name on the envelope.

There are still assigned boxes of contribution envelopes waiting to be picked up. The 2014
statements and 2015 contribution envelopes will be available in the narthex on Sundays, at
the fellowship time following the service, and in the hall outside the C.E. office during the
week.

If you do not have a box of pledge envelopes, and would like to have one assigned to you,
please let me know; there are still weekly and monthly envelopes available for you to use.
Thank you! -- Sharon Allen

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
After reviewing all of our activities for the year 2014, we decided
to sit down and catch our breath (over a cup of coffee or tea, of
course). Please look at the article in the Annual Report for 2014 for
a quick review. We had lots of fun while accomplishing many good
works, studying the Bible, and reading and discussing several books.
And if you missed out on any activities, be assured that there are
lots of opportunities ahead in 2015 for learning and working
together.

JOY CIRCLE BIBLE STUDY
Joy Circle will meet on Tuesday, Feb. 10, at 7:30
p.m. in the Common Room, to continue our
discussion of the Old Testament book, Song of Songs
(also known as Song of Solomon). All are welcome
and encouraged to come; no preparation is needed.
We will be making valentines for Rainbow Place. If
you would like a ride, contact June Eakin. We are also
seeking a Host for that evening to provide light
snacks.

PW TO SERVE AT RAINBOW PLACE ON VALENTINE’S DAY
On Feb. 14, PW will be providing and serving
food for the women at Rainbow Place. If you
would like to cook and/or serve that evening,
please contact Sue Burns. She will be sending
an email out to all Warner Women to ensure
we have adequate coverage for that evening.
We are planning to make the evening a special
one by having a Valentine party theme. And as
a special treat for the women, we plan to give
each one a special pair of socks to keep their feet warm in the cold weather. The socks are
called “cabin socks”. They are double thick and infused with aloe. Anyone wishing to
contribute to the cost of these is invited to make a check to Warner PW and place in the
offering plate any Sunday in February. Each pair costs $6.00 and we will be purchasing 25
pairs.

BOOK GROUP DISCUSSES A “BEST-SELLER” NOVEL
On February 20, the PW book club will discuss “The Art of Hearing
Heartbeats” by Jan-Phillipp Sendker. This debut novel, originally
published in 2002 as Das Herzenhören in Jan-Philipp Sendker’s
native Germany, went on to become a national bestseller. Sendker
tells the story of an incorruptible love, forged by two kindred
spirits, set against the rustic yet lushly exotic backdrop of Southeast
Asia. We are looking for someone to host our meeting in their home
and others to bring snacks. Please contact Lisa Smeallie if you are
interested.

EQUAL EXCHANGE COFFEE
We will be continuing Equal Exchange coffee sales in the
coming months. Watch for details in the Warner Weekly and
Sunday’s bulletin.

GIFTS OF WOMEN SUNDAY—MARCH 8TH
March 8 will be our celebration of Gifts
of Women. Rev. Dr. Rosetta Robinson
will be our guest preacher and PW will
host the hospitality hour following the
service. Rev. Dr. Robinson is Director of
Interfaith Work’s (IW) Congregation and
Community of Emergency Support. She
works with IW’s membership base of
more than 160 congregations, coordinating grassroots
emergency support efforts. In addition, she oversees IW’s Hand
to Hand and Project Safety Net programs which provide cash
and support for families and individuals in crisis. We look
forward to having Dr. Robinson with us.

SAVE THESE DATES: APRIL 24 and 25!
Once again women of Warner are invited to attend
our Spring “Breakaway” at the Bresee’s home in
West Virginia. This is a chance to just relax, play
games, laugh, hike, enjoy nature, laugh, get to know
another church member in a new light, laugh, and
sleep whenever or as late as you want. Did we forget
to mention eat good food? And there is a hot tub!
Watch for more information in the next Memo, but
mark your calendar now!

PW COORDINATING TEAM MEETING
Next meeting of Coordinating Team is March 7, at 10:30 a.m. in the Common Room. All
are welcome. We are looking for activities to sponsor that bring women together in either
small or large groups. Sometimes women share a meal out and go to a movie or a school
play. Where and what would you like to do with some Warner women? Come share your
ideas with the Coordinating Team.

PW 2015 MID-ATLANTIC PW SYNOD SUMMER GATHERING
Are you thirsty? Do you need renewal? What are you waiting for? Come to
the water at the Massanetta Springs Camp and Conference Center,
Harrisonburg, Virginia. You will be filled, and find refreshment for your soul!
Meet Us There: June 12-14, 2015 for Living Water. Look for more
information in upcoming Memo articles.

CHURCHWIDE GATHERING THIS SUMMER
Just a reminder that 2015 is the year for the PW
Churchwide Gathering, which is held once every
three years. It is an opportunity for Presbyterian
women from across the country (and around the
world!) to gather for worship, education,
community-building, fun and renewal. Participants will enjoy workshops, tours, forums,
plenary sessions with inspiring speakers and worship. PW’s triennial Business Meeting also
takes place during the Gathering, where budget, leadership and programmatic emphases
will be decided.
In 2015, the Gathering will be held June 18–21 in Minneapolis, Minnesota. Themed “One
Body, One Spirit,” the 2015 Gathering will be an opportunity for worship and community,
education and fun—all exploring 1 Corinthians 12:12–27. June Eakin is planning to attend,
please contact her for more information.

“Finding Treasure in Old Minutes of Church Women’s Group”
(submitted by Janet Tennent)

Warner’s Presbyterian Women recently browsed through old papers and books of
women’s groups within this church. One book, “Minutes of the Women’s Home and
Foreign Missionary Society” covered most of the period from February 1912 to February
1917, and it centered on support for missionary work.
The June 1912 meeting included reading a letter from a Mrs. Caldwell, a survivor of the
Titanic disaster. She expressed her gratitude for herself and her family being saved – first
in a lifeboat and then picked up by the steamship Carpathia – on that night in April 1912. A
Google search of Titanic survivors showed a Mrs. Sylvia Mae Caldwell, her husband Albert F.
Caldwell, and son Alden G. Caldwell. Alden, who was only 10 months old, was tossed into
the lifeboat (#13) and caught by a crew member; then Mr. Caldwell climbed in to join her
and the baby boy.
Before boarding the Titanic in Southampton, England, the Caldwells had served as
Presbyterian missionaries in Siam, now Thailand. They were returning home to the United
States.
My curiosity wanted to find out more about this family, so I searched various sites. Sylvia
Mae was born in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania in 1885. She met Albert at college in Missouri;
they were married in 1909 in Colorado Springs, Colorado. They moved to Siam, where they
taught at the Bangkok Christian College for Boys. While serving there, Alden was born in
June 1911, in Bangkok.
The Caldwells settled in Biggsville, Illinois, upon returning to the U.S. Two years later, a
second son, Raymond, was born. Sylvia Mae and Albert divorced in 1930. She moved to
Bloomington, Illinois, and eventually married George J. Mecherle. She died in January 1965.
Albert also re-married, to Jennie W. Congleton in 1930, and they settled in Richmond,
Virginia, where he worked as an insurance salesman. He died in 1977. Alden, the baby
rescued from the Titanic, became a chemical engineer, and died in Largo, Florida, in 1992.
A book that was meant to keep the minutes of a women’s group turned into a search to
learn more about three survivors of a notorious disaster and their lives afterward. It’s
unclear how long the minutes were meant to be kept, but a lesson I learned was that no
matter how small the blurb, a sense of history can be found in hidden pages.

“Washington Revels Jubilee Voices”
Global Mitzvah Concert
Sunday, March 22, 4:00-5:30 pm
Temple Emanuel, 10101 Connecticut Avenue, Kensington, MD

Be sure to come to this unique and inspirational fundraising concert featuring the uplifting songs of the Jubilee
chorus. Washington Revels Jubilee Voices is committed to the
preservation of African-American history and traditions–
presenting songs and stories of struggle and perseverance,
trials and triumphs, as expressed through a capella music,
drama and dance. The audience will experience a wide and
varied repertoire of music, consisting of (1) Folk Songs and
Spirituals with shouts, hollers, poetry and readings, and (2)
Songs of Struggle and Freedom with code songs, signals,
stories and underground railroad lore.
A minimum donation of $15 per adult or $ 40 per family
will be billed or collected at the door. Please RSVP to Teresa
Kasper at 301-942-2000 or adminassist@templeemanuelmd.org. Persons or businesses
willing to help sponsor the concert with an advance, tax-deductible donation of $ 50 or
more should contact Diane Raphael by March 16 at frontdesk@templeemanuelmd.org.
Proceeds to Benefit Innovation: Africa
Since its founding in 2008, Innovation: Africa has brought light, clear water, drip irrigation
and refrigeration for lifesaving medicines and vaccines to over 650,000 African people. The
organization is currently conducting 80 projects in 6 countries : Uganda, Malawi, Tanzania,
Ethiopia, South Africa and Democratic Republic of Congo. www.innoafrica.org

WARNER PEOPLE
IN MEMORIAM
REBECCA GARBER
The Warner congregation extends its love to Rebecca Garber’s family.
After a courageous struggle against brain cancer, Rebecca died January
25. By her express wishes, her memorial service, held at Warner, was to
be a small private service just for family and a small circle of friends.

"So we do not lose heart. Even though our outer nature is wasting away, our inner nature
is being renewed day by day." 2 Corinthians 4:16

NANCY SANDERSON
A former member of our congregation, Nancy Sanderson, died in mid-January. Nancy was
living in Pennsylvania in recent years, to be near her daughters. In the 1980s and 1990s, she
was a leader and participant in many Warner activities – including Lauds, Salt Shakers, the
Sanctuary choir and the bell choir. A memorial service will be held at the Presbyterian
Church in Mechanicsburg, PA on Saturday, February 7, at 2 p.m. For carpooling
information, please contact Ann Rakow (301-355-5380) or Ila and Bob Trautvetter (301-9876839).
-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

STEPHEN MINISTRY FULFILLS A VITAL MISSION
“I will be with you…” What a comfort it can be to have a
concerned person willing stay with you through troubled
times! A Stephen Minister can be that person. Stephen Ministers do not “fix” anything,
but rather listen and serve as companions discretely to serve their “care-receivers.” To
receive the care of a Stephen Minister, speak to Barbara Jaquette or Rev. Hill.

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS
1

Scott Daugherty

2

Andrew D'Souza, Sumatie Colbert

3

Bob McNeil

4

Dana Lemaster, Andrew Stalker

8

Telsche Seeley, Kay Gorman

9

Carol Brewka, Pam Creel

10

Jacqueline Enright

11

Tiff Carroll, Asha Datta

12

Andrew Letizia, Laura Batis

15

James Gray

23

Jonathan Brodsky, Henry Dunn

25

Ann Rakow, William Landfair

26

Kathy Swendiman, Sharon Allen

27

Alesandra Letizia

28

Anne Hancock

NEXT MEMO ISSUE
Please submit articles and notices for the March Warner MEMO by Friday, February 20.
To all of our contributors: You may send your material via disk or typed hardcopy to the
church office, or via e-mail to memo@warnermemorial.org …and we thank you for your
contributions!

Warner Memorial Presbyterian Church
10123 Connecticut Avenue
Kensington, MD 20895
301-949-2900
FAX 301-933-7704
Home Page http://www.warnermemorial.org
- Please see bulletin boards outside the Main Office Pastor: Rev. Kirby Lawrence Hill
Director, Youth & Education: Jan Moody
Music Director: Peter Smeallie
Organist: Jeffrey Binckes
Director, Learning Center for Young Children: Karen Murphy
301-949-2933
Administrative Assistant: Kim Moody
Nursery Attendants: Robin Feller & Shannon Stalker
Stephen Ministry Contact: Barbara Jaquette
301-593-2875
Pastoral Counseling: Cindy Stauffer
1-888-626-2273
MEMO Editors: Tiff Carroll & Sharon Allen
MEMO e-mail: memo@warnermemorial.org

