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1 Corinthians 13:1-13  FAITH AND HUMILITY 

There is a story from some years ago back when Poland was still under Communist rule.  
The queen of Belgium was visiting there and everywhere she went, she was accompanied 
by Polish government security.  Since she was Catholic, she attended mass.  On one occasion 
while she was kneeling in prayer, she noticed that the guard standing beside her was 
moving his lips and saying the prayers.  She asked him, “Are you a Catholic?” to which he 
responded, “I believe, but I don’t practice.”  She asked, “Are you a Communist?” to which he 
answered, “I practice, but I don’t believe.”1 

We are in a sermon series where we are exploring how to practice what we believe and 
believe what we practice.  Today we focus on faith and humility.  During this focus on faith, 
we’ve seen that an active faith entails boldly stepping out to live out our beliefs.  But one of 
the main scriptural summaries of how to live out one’s faith from the prophet Micah, which 
we heard earlier, says we are to walk humbly with our God.  How do we live out a faith that 
is both bold and humble?    

Perhaps there was no one as bold in living out his faith in the early church as was the 
Apostle Paul.  He risked his life going to places he had never been to preach to people he 
had never met because of his vibrant faith in his Lord Jesus Christ.  He was imprisoned 
numerous times as a result of his brash way of preaching the gospel and challenging 
authorities.  Tradition tells us that he ultimately was martyred for his Christian faith.   

And yet, this person of bold faith and action was the very one who wrote about not being 
able to see clearly what is before us, a reason for humility in our faith journey.  He did so 
using the metaphor of looking into a mirror.  Just prior to that time, ancient mirrors had 
been made from polished brass.  But about that time was the beginning of the 
manufacturing of mirrors using glass.  One of the places where they were made was 
Corinth, so when he was writing the church there, he was using imagery with which they 
were familiar.2  But ancient glass mirrors only dimly reflected an image.  It wasn’t absolutely 
clear.   

Such is the life of faith.  We step out not seeing clearly where God is calling us to go, but still 
we step out trusting that God will show us what we need to see.  Beyond this life, we are 
told we will see God and the divine intent face to face, but for now, we know only in part.  
It’s not always clear what God’s will is for the church or for us as individuals.  There are also 
quite a variety of Christian viewpoints on various issues.  There has been a lot of energy 
expended in sometimes angry conversations on how much water is to be used in baptism 
and who is to be invited to the communion table.  Those are almost as controversial as the 
proper color of carpet for a sanctuary.  Some of those strongly-held convictions are based 
on scripture and sound theological reasoning and yet, they are still in conflict with one 
another.  Certainly, that is a reason for humility regarding the details of our faith and how 
we live it out, a reason to try to stay away from being overly judgmental toward our sisters 
and brothers in Christ.   



Another reason for humility is our need to rely upon God for strength for the journey.  
Another reason we are to walk humbly with God is because by ourselves, we don’t have the 
vigor or the staying power to keep moving forward.  We get tired, we get off track, we get 
distracted and lose perspective.  Some of that divine strength is supplied through our 
walking together as a community of faith.  Encouragement and support along the way helps 
us keep moving together.  But there is no room for arrogance, only for gratitude in our walk 
with God.   

Humility also calls for us to avoid ostentation.  In a world where there is as much unmet 
need as in ours, to flaunt the resources in our care would demonstrate having a callous 
heart.  Those who live humbly are able to share the blessings that God has poured into our 
lives, whether they be material blessings or other ones.   

Humility can be a tricky thing.  At times there are what is actually a false humility.  Writer 
Frederick Buechner had this to say, “Humility is often confused with the gentlemanly self-
deprecation of saying you’re not much of a bridge player when you know perfectly well you 
are.  Conscious or otherwise, this kind of humility is a form of gamesmanship.  If you really 
aren’t much of a bridge player, you’re apt to be rather proud of yourself for admitting it so 
humbly.  This kind of humility is a form of low comedy.3 

Instead, I think of the great privilege of walking with God as high drama.  As we seek divine 
guidance and strength, we will see how good and loving God is.  Then, when we look at our 
own lives and how they fall short by comparison, we won’t be lacking for reason for 
humility.  But on this journey, we also come to recognize that God desires to use us to carry 
out God’s work.  This is where the concurrent reason for boldness begins.     

If we are looking for an example of bold humility or humble boldness, we can look to Jesus.  
He acted boldly because he was shaped by God’s love.  Out of love, he crossed boundaries 
normally not crossed.  He reached out to the outcasts, the poor, the weak, and the sick.  He 
challenged religious and political authorities.  He shook up the status quo because love 
demanded it.  He also acted in humility because he was shaped by God’s love.  He washed 
his followers’ feet.  He listened to those to whom no one else listened.  In reliance upon God, 
he did not store up possessions.  He constantly sought God’s will.  Even when he did not 
clearly see where to go next, he was utterly convinced of God’s love that he mirrored 
through his life.  It was the kind of love the Apostle Paul described as  patient and kind; love 
that was not envious or boastful or arrogant or rude; love that did not insist on its own way; 
love that was not irritable or resentful; that did not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoiced in 
the truth; bearing all things, believing all things, hoping all things, enduring all things.”   

By God’s grace, we can humbly and boldly practice what we believe.  The One with whom 
we walk, the One whose love directs, empowers, and softens our hearts is the One whose 
love we have opportunity to reflect in our lives.  In boldly loving faith with a humble, loving 
spirit, we move forward to meet the high drama into which God will lead us.     

1Told in a sermon by Daniel Vestal attributing the story to Os Guinness.  The sermon is 
found at http://day1.org/484-a_rediscovery_of_biblical_religion 
2C.K. Barrett, The First Epistle to the Corinthians, Harper and Row, 1968. 
3Frederick Buechner, Wishful Thinking: A Theological ABC, Harper and Row, 1973 
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