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NO MORE LEAKY LIVES 

As I have said previously, I was very glad to get to be part of the mission trip team that worked in Johnstown, 

Pennsylvania a week in July to repair houses and make them accessible for inhabitants who could not otherwise afford 

for this work to be done.  I look forward to the team getting to tell the story of our work together three weeks from 

today during worship.  At various sites, we worked in teams, and I appreciate the patience of my fellow-workers who 

put up with some construction ineptness and some roll-your-eyes puns from me.  Halfway through the week, while 

trying to be of benefit to the team, I lost my footing in a way.  I stepped on some uneven ground, and the sole of one of 

my work boots came almost totally disconnected from the rest of my boot.  When it happened, I tried not to become 

unglued and I pointedly mentioned to one of my co-workers that it was not well with my sole.  And yes, I got a bit of 

an eye roll.  To get me through the remaining couple of work days, I was thankful that the shoe situation could be 

addressed using duct tape to keep the sole connected to the rest of my boot.   

There are occasionally events that occur or people who come into our lives who indicate that not all is well with our 

soul.  I‟m now talking about s-o-u-l, not       s-o-l-e.  The prophet named Jeremiah was probably thought of as a gadfly 

or worse when he pointed out that not all was well with the souls of the people whom God had called into covenant 

community.  Some probably accused him of focusing primarily on the negative, but Jeremiah became a voice that 

spoke truthfully about what was happening and what was lacking that showed the need for restoration of relationship 

with God and one another.  The prophet had expressed two concerns in our passage today.  Even though God had 

brought the Hebrew people into their good land, the religious leaders were no longer challenging them to explore 

where God was leading them now.  And the people were chasing after things or idols that were worthless, instead of 

giving of themselves over to serve the one true God.  In that arid land, Jeremiah said it was as if they had rejected the 

Source of living water and had settled for using cracked cisterns to try to provide the life-sustaining water they needed.   

In a place that receives just five to fifteen inches of rain a year, access to water was not to be taken for granted.  Wells 

were dug to capture underground water for daily use.  But cisterns were also dug into the natural limestone there to 

capture rainwater whenever it came, so it wouldn‟t just run off into the wadis or gullies and be gone.  The whole point 

of a cistern is that it has to hold water – it can‟t leak or that which is precious and life-giving will be lost.  Jeremiah 

describes his people showing a serious lack of wisdom by counting on cracked, leaky cisterns to sustain their lives.  

Things were not well with their soul. 

We‟ve got some rain barrels outside the sanctuary to capture rainwater from the roof, that can then provide water for 

our Shepherd‟s Garden out front.  As a result of our watering efforts, fresh vegetables grow to provide for people who 

are mired in poverty who rarely get to eat unprocessed food.  If those rain barrels had holes in the bottom of them, they 

wouldn‟t serve their purpose at all.  Neither would cisterns with cracks in them, and with the dry weather in the land of 

Jeremiah, it was a critical factor there.           

The prophet‟s point was that the people had turned away from their life-giving Source, counting on something that was 

totally unreliable.  We too have a capacity to give up on our God, counting on what we can see and touch, something 

that will ease our anxieties momentarily.  But such a direction for our lives falls short of the abundant kind of living 

that God intends for us.  We do allow meaning and purpose to leak out of our lives when we settle for pursuing only 

short term thrills and pleasures.  We have a tendency to trade in who God made us to be for something less fulfilling 

and life-giving.  We don‟t always leave God and God‟s ways intentionally – we just lose our focus or our footing.    



In the Book of Hebrews, the first twelve chapters are a reminder of God‟s role in their faith story.  Our reading today, 

from the thirteenth chapter, begins the „therefore‟ section of the book.  In response to what God has done for you, this 

is then the way you are called to live and this is the way in which your lives can be connected to the One who enables 

you to live with abundant purpose and meaning.  To allow the living water to flow into our lives, Hebrews says we are 

to let God‟s love flow through them.  We don‟t dam it up to try to keep all that love just for ourselves.  We are to share 

it with the stranger in need, even when our inclination is to ignore the needs of those we don‟t know.  We are to be 

mindful of those who were locked up in prison, which in that setting was referring to those who were being persecuted 

for their faith.  They were being called to stand with those for whom living a life of faith did not lead to a bed of roses, 

where we might think faithfulness should always make things easier for us.  There was the call to honor committed 

love and marriage, when it can be easy to neglect such things in a dishonorable way.  Then they were called to be 

content with the things they had, instead of always longing to have more and more.  The abundance of their living did 

not consist of having more possessions.  We have this drive to pursue things that are actually worthless in terms of the 

meaning they will add to our lives.  So much of our surroundings tell us to “Get, get, get!” while Jesus says, “Give - 

give of yourselves and share freely the resources placed in your care.”     

Of the most influential Christians in the fourth and fifth centuries, there was a man from northern Africa, modern-day 

Algeria, named Augustine, who wrote, “You have made us for yourself, (O Lord), and our heart is restless until it rests 

in you.” 
1
 It is the living waters that God provides that can quench the thirst of our hearts.  Let us return to those living 

waters that don‟t run dry, that river of love and faithfulness whose flow can buoy us when we are bewildered and carry 

us to discover meaning and purpose for our lives.  When we lose our footing, we can float in its flow.  Then we can in 

truth join in the old song that says, “When peace like a river, attendeth my way; when sorrows like sea billows roll; 

whatever my lot, thou hast taught me to say, „It is well, it is well, with my soul.‟” 
2 
Instead of lives that are parched, we 

can lead lives of purpose.  Thanks be to God.      

 

1 
The Confessions of St. Augustine, Book 1, page 1, translated by John K. Ryan, Image Books, New York, 1960.  

2 
“It is Well With My Soul” was written by Horatio Spafford in 1876 after he suffered a number of personal tragedies 

in his life. 

 

 


