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WELCOMING THE LORD’S APPROACH 

Today is April 9th.  Today is Palm Sunday.  On Palm Sunday, April 9, 1865, General Robert E. Lee surrendered 

to General Ulysses S. Grant, ending the bloodiest war in United States history.  Of course, on Good Friday, five 

days later, President Lincoln was mortally wounded at Ford’s Theater.  The context in which we think about Palm 

Sunday matters in how we receive the story.   

It was just days before Palm Sunday in a more recent year, when the church I served in Georgia before coming 

here was anxiously waiting to see whether we would receive the certificate of occupation from the building 

inspectors in time to worship together for the first time in the new sanctuary on Palm Sunday.  I think it might 

have been Wednesday or Thursday of that week that we finally got the green light.  So on Palm Sunday, it was 

decided that no one would be allowed to go into the sanctuary until it was time for us all to process in for 

worship.  Everyone was standing outside when the call to worship was given and then we heard the introduction 

of the hymn being played on the organ.  We each had our palm branches and we were waving them high as we 

sang our Hosannas upon entering the new place of worship for our congregation.  It was an exciting and joyous 

day for pastor and congregation alike. The context in which we think about Palm Sunday matters in how we 

receive the story.   

On that first Palm Sunday long ago, people were gathering for worship, and there was a special excitement.  The 

annual pilgrimages from all around Israel were converging on Jerusalem for the celebration of the Passover 

observances.  There were special events that would commemorate God’s liberating power that had delivered the 

Hebrews from being slaves held in Egypt ages before.  Each year, it was special.  But this time, there was a buzz 

in the air because someone who had become a bit of a celebrity was traveling with the crowds pouring into 

Jerusalem. He rode a donkey, or was it a young colt, as he entered to the cheers of the people yelling, “Hosanna.  

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!”       

Today, it is Palm Sunday once again, and we are considering the story of Jesus’ approach into the holy city of 

Jerusalem coming at a time when I have announced earlier this week that I will soon be leaving this beloved 

congregation I have been blessed to serve for almost the last dozen years.  It is a day of significantly mixed 

feelings for me and perhaps for a number of you.  I have three more Sundays along with some holy week 

opportunities for worship before I conclude my time with you.  Here are some Palm Sunday reflections that relate 

to our context today.   

It was a bit of a confusing time on that first Palm Sunday.  The Roman government could be a bit unpredictable in 

their efforts to show the people that they were strong and definitely in charge.  The crowds of Hebrew people 

coming to the capital city could be seen as either spirited or a threat to order, depending upon whose 

interpretation you followed.  Security measures had been put in place to avoid disruptive incidents as people who 

had traveled from far and wide gathered together in Jerusalem.  Then in comes Jesus, this religious figure about 

whom there was little consensus.  Matthew tells us he was riding a donkey and a colt, as if the symbolism of each 

animal needed to be part of the story.  A peaceful king would approach a city riding a donkey.  A person who 

rode in humility would ride a young colt.  That tells us a bit about his approach to Jerusalem and his approach to 

carrying out his calling.  Matthew tells us that as he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil.  The 

translation into English is a bit timid for the original meaning of this word in Greek (eseistha), which was a word 



that was usually used in reference to violent changes in the weather or earthquakes.  In other words, Jesus’ 

approach makes the whole place tremble.       

Nineteen hundred years after Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem, another visitor came to the city, Germany’s last Kaiser, 

Wilhelm II.  His entourage was so grand that special plans had to be made so that his over-sized carriage could 

get inside the walled city. 1 After that parade had ended, someone climbed up and attached a large sign to the 

gate.  The sign read, “A better man than Wilhelm came through this city’s gate.  He rode on a donkey.” 2 

What made Jesus a better man, with a better approach?  What was it about him that compelled the people to 

spread their cloaks and wave their branches in the air?  What is it about him that still inspires millions of people 

to give their lives to him and even for him?  His geographical approach to the center of Israel’s life, the temple, 

was being welcomed that day.  But we look at his approach to carrying out God’s calling, to see if we welcome 

that today.   

His approach demonstrated the courage to speak the message of salvation no matter what it cost.  He was 

convinced that God was guiding and accompanying him.  Even with all the hoopla, he shunned that which was 

ostentatious.  He simply knew that God’s love needed to be proclaimed.  He could see the people who were being 

put down or shut out by unjust practices and selfish ambitions on the part of others.  He would address the needs 

of people that kept them from participating fully in the life God wanted for them.  His approach was one that 

demonstrated his commitment to peace, even when the response might turn violent.  He would not adopt a 

militaristic or authoritarian approach, but the events of the day, even earth-shaking events, would not turn him 

around, even if it would cost him his life. 

Can we welcome what is still our Lord’s approach this day?  He wants us to see our purpose and our goals in very 

different terms.  He comes to humbly lead, to liberate with God’s love.  Even when all around us seems to be in 

turmoil, there is One who has a plan, that goes well beyond this day.  Even when our confusion and anxiety arise, 

there is One who is the way toward peace.  Even today, he comes hoping that with our hearts and voices and 

lives, we will welcome his approach, even as we begin to recognize that there is more of God’s story that will 

unfold in the days ahead.  Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna, Lord Jesus.  Hosanna 

in the highest!  
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