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PROCLAIMING RESURRECTION 

 

This is the twelfth Easter Sunday I get to proclaim resurrection from this pulpit.  I hope you have gotten the sense 

that I proclaimed resurrection on other Sundays and other occasions as well.  John’s resurrection narrative is the 

gospel account that focuses more than the others on the first person to ever get to proclaim resurrection.  There is 

not a more important proclamation offered by anyone other than Jesus and some angels in all of the New 

Testament, and Mary from the Galilean village of Magdala is the one who got to express it.   

 

That in and of itself is enough scriptural warrant for me that women should not have been kept out of pulpits for 

as long as they were.  But what does this story that involves Mary Magdalene so significantly tell us about the 

power of what happened that first Easter day and what does it also tell us about those who follow after Mary in 

getting to proclaim resurrection?    

 

First, we don’t know a whole lot about Mary Magdalene.  From the Gospel of John, we are told that she was 

among those at the cross who observed Jesus’ crucifixion.  And we’re told what you heard read about the events 

on that first Easter morning. That’s all there is about Mary Magdalene from the Gospel of John.  Luke’s Gospel 

account also tells us that Jesus had liberated her from evil spirits and that she then was among a group of women 

who helped to financially support Jesus’ ministry.  That’s all we know about her.  Other stories have whispered a 

number of generally derogatory things about her, enough so that there was even an article in the Washington Post 

on Friday about her bad undeserved reputation, but there is no scriptural basis for those suggestive stories.   

 

Do we than know enough of Mary’s story in order for us to figure out why she  got to be the first to proclaim 

resurrection?  We do know that Mary was at the foot of the cross and saw the cruel, death-delivering power 

demonstrated there.  She witnessed injustice being carried out at its worst upon someone she cared about deeply.  

The powers that be meant to send a message through the vicious execution saying, “Don’t even think about 

challenging us.  We can take your very life away from you right in front of God and everybody, and those who 

love you can’t do anything to stop us.”  We also know that Mary was gripped by grief upon Jesus’ death.  Not 

only had someone she had known and cared about died, perhaps something she had believed in had died within 

her.  Where would direction and purpose for her life come from now?  It was sadness upon sadness.   

 

We also are to understand that Mary was someone who initially did not believe in the resurrection when she first 

saw indication of it.  When she first got to the tomb on that Sunday morning, she saw that the stone covering the 

tomb had been rolled back and that the tomb itself was empty except for some grave clothes.  She ran and told 

some of the disciples who came to see for themselves, with it being included in the report as to who ran the fastest 

and got there first, because competitive discipleship is so very important.  Ha!  They didn’t understand what was 

going on and went back to where they were staying.   

 

But Mary stayed on and cried some more, because not only had someone killed her Lord but now she was 

convinced that someone had absconded with his body.  What other explanation could there be?  When the Jesus 

you thought you knew doesn’t stay where you expect him to be, then someone has to be to blame.  “Oh, my life is 

turning out so differently than I expected and I don’t know where to find my Jesus.  Oh, I didn’t get the answer to 



my prayer that I was hoping for and I don’t know where to find my Jesus.  And who in the world is the Jesus that 

preacher is talking about now?  I don’t know where to find my Jesus.”   

 

Mary is so upset that when her resurrected Lord shows up right in front of her, she doesn’t recognize him.  She 

thinks he is the gardener and that perhaps he was the one who did it – no small irony there!  She pleads, “Sir, if 

you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away.”  You can plead the fifth 

or I won’t press charges – just give his body back. 1 Mary encountered the resurrection before she ever recognized 

it as such and its transformative power did not initially take full hold of her.  Some might think these experiences 

would make her a poor candidate to get to be the first to proclaim resurrection.  But Jesus evidently didn’t think 

so.  In fact, he knew those difficult experiences actually could help her to understand how great the need was for 

true resurrection power to be unleashed in this world.     

 

So the one whom she thought to be the gardener calls her by name.  The resurrected one says, “Mary.”  She is 

addressed by the death-overcoming, life-giving embodiment of the power of God and something within her is 

resurrected.  She suddenly recognizes who is standing right in front of her.  “Rabbouni, (my teacher)” she cries.  

And understandably she moves to hug him and hold onto him.  But Jesus doesn’t allow her to hold him in a way 

where she will always know right where he is.  In the first post-resurrection lesson, he tells her that she can’t cling 

to him.  So he gives her some other verbs instead, which are go and tell. 

 

And she does so, thereby becoming the first person that got to proclaim resurrection.  But she is not to be the last 

to do so.  There is a need for resurrection proclamation today.  There are still death-dealing power brokers in our 

world today, and even if we can’t stop them from their killing, we can at least proclaim that they can’t stop God 

from bringing life out of the tragedies they cause.  There are still horrendous injustices carried out with impunity, 

however we can proclaim that the One who will set things right has begun to do so and we can join in that work.  

Some look at the mess the world is in because of human nature and that will never change, but we say that 

because of God’s nature, there is hope.  There is a lot of hatred and indifference in this world, but God’s love is 

stronger than all of that.  Intimidation and fear don’t have the same power when we have a God who doesn’t 

kowtow to such tactics.  There are plenty of people who care only about their own short term gain, but there is 

One who values and gives life that is eternal.  We still suffer grief and loss, but we can proclaim that grief can’t 

chase away the steadfast love of God which offers healing for our greatest hurts.  We proclaim that there is 

Someone who can still offer direction, purpose, and meaning even when life throws us a curve.  There is that 

which would lead some to despair, but hope is alive forevermore for us.  And if you ever had doubts about the 

resurrection, so did Mary, who when she couldn’t find her Lord, he found her and called her by name, 

transforming her life.  We don’t give up on God because we see that God doesn’t give up on this world. 

 

On this day, God calls us each by name to experience and proclaim resurrection.  So when our hearts flutter 

because of events or people that frighten us, we remind ourselves and others that Christ is risen.  Say that with 

me: Christ is risen!  When we wonder whether God is powerful enough to make a difference in our world, what 

do we proclaim?  Christ is risen!  When there are questions about whether love and hope have died, what do we 

proclaim?  Christ is risen!  And when we find ourselves in a difficult place of a loss of some kind, where we find 

ourselves in search mode, there is One who finds us so we can proclaim: Christ is risen!  And when that 

resurrection reality shapes us, there is at least one more thing to say: Alleluia!   

 

 
1 
I acknowledge guidance here from a sermon by Anna Carter Florence, “Festival Sermon 2016,” Journal for Preachers, 

Volume XL, Number 3, Easter 2017, p. 37. 

 


