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PASTOR’S MESSAGE

Well, we interrupt our regularly programmed
Memo reflections to contemplate the effects
of the Novel Coronavirus on the life of
Warnerites all over the world, especially those
of us in the DMV.

What spectacular changes have taken place in a
very short period of time. Many of us are
home-bound taking to heart the precautions
recommended by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.
(https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prepare/prevention.html)
Some of us must venture into a very daunting and disheartening world
to work and/or to acquire sustenance. There is no way to avoid
touching that doorknob or getting fewer than 6-feet-close to someone
in the grocery store. And rather than relief, each new day seems to
bring on another advised restriction to the way we conduct our daily
lives. For some of us, the admonition to remain home has resulted in
more work, not less; and for others there’s so much time to fill even
the “junk drawer” has been organized and toothbrushes have been
sterilized.

What’s a body to do?

If you didn’t know it already, Warner is still here and working to create
community experiences. Sunday School beckons at 9:30 Sunday
morning; Worship continues to sustain us at 11. You will find details on
how to connect elsewhere in this Memo (p. 4). For the time being we
are meeting via Zoom. If you have a computer or smartphone, you can
connect using video and see other participants. If you don’t have that
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capability, you can always phone in to be part of what we’re doing
together.

There will be Holy Week worship experiences on Maundy Thursday and
Good Friday. Stay tuned and keep checking the web site ~
http://warnermemorial.org ~ to keep up on the fabulous ways we are
being community together.

| am excited. It is a whole new way to be in community together. At
our first Zoom worship we had visitors! And people who for one reason
or another have been unable to be in worship with us were able to join
us! This is amazing!

Jesus said: “For where two or three are gathered in my name, | am
there among them." (Matt. 18:20 NRS). Jesus, of course, didn’t have
the internet. | am convinced that we can change that to: For WHEN
two or three are gathered in my name, | am there among them," and
Jesus would be perfectly happy with that amendment.

My prayer is that you are all well; that you are taking seriously
recommended precautions; and that you find space in your day to give
thanks to our God who has done great things for us.
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Peace and blessings to you all!

Pastor Leslianne
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WORSHIP HIGHLIGHTS

Based on current guidance from the state health department, our
building will remain closed until further notice. Starting on March 22,
we began using Zoom online meeting software to meet for worship
(more on that below). We hope to add live streaming to future services
but for now we will continue to Zoom to worship!

Sunday, April 5, 11:00 am

OAI T ATA QAOOETT 30TAAU
https://[zoom.us/j/875267398

Thursday, April 9, 7:30 pm

\\\\\\\\

https://[zoom.us/j/7171270266

301-715-8592 Mtg ID: 875267398

Friday, April 10, 12:00 noon
"TTA g0tAAU

EQODOMIUTT N 00k fsfyu et
301-715-8592 Mtg ID: 7171270266

Sunday, April 19, 11:00 am

-y

ECOPONMUTT W 300kl s fau
301-715-8592 Mtg ID: 875267398

CHURCH ONLINE

301-715-8592 Mtg ID: 7171270266

Sunday, April 12, 11:00 am
%A00A0 30TAAU

ECODOMMUTT T300Elus s fau
301-715-8592 Mtg ID: 875267398

Sunday, April 26, 11:00 am
AEFOA 30TAAU T %AG0A0
ECODONUTT T 300Elus ey fAL
301-715-8592 Mtg ID: 875267398

The building may be closed for now, but the
CHURCH continues to gather!

While the church building is closed as part of our
effort to contain the spread of the coronavirus,
all  worship services, Christian Education
offerings, including Sunday School
https://zoom.us/j/440589870 and the Wednesday
Evening Lent Series https://zoom.us/j/864377989,

and committee meetings will take place via ZOOM Technology.
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Zoom is an online meeting tool that allows participants to interact with
each other using their laptops, desktops, tablets or smartphones. Even
people with landline phones can call in and participate.

It’s easiest if your device supports two-way audio so you can both hear
and speak to the group without having to also call in on your phone. If
your device has a camera too, that’s great but it’s not required either.

If you haven’t tried it yet and want an idea of how it works, click here.
If you’d like to attend a “test drive” meeting to confirm your system’s
compatibility and become comfortable with the technology, contact
June Eakin.

The Zoom link will change based on the event you attend, so keep an
eye on the Warner webpage and other Warner communications for the
invitations containing each event’s link, meeting ID and call-in number.

PASTOR NOMINATING COMMITTEE NEWS

Despite the constraints imposed by the Coronavirus (Covid-19)
restrictions, the Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC) is forging on with
its task of discerning Warner’s next called and installed pastor. How
fortunate we are to have videoconferencing technology available! We
conducted remote interviews with candidates, and now are using that
technology for our weekly meetings. Based on the remote interviews,
we have identified outstanding finalists. Warner would be blessed to
have any of them as our pastor.


https://www.utc.edu/walker-center-teaching-learning/pdfs/zoom-participant-guide.pdf
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The PNC has completed the process of checking references for these
candidates, and has submitted a form requesting General Presbyter
reference checks with their home presbyteries. In ordinary times, the
PNC would proceed to face-to-face interviews if the reference checks
are satisfactory. With the restrictions on travel and meetings, the
traditional in-person visits are not possible, and so we are
brainstorming alternatives. We had looked forward to sitting down
with the candidates and to experiencing their worship leadership at
neutral pulpits. What tools for discernment will we have in this time of
social distancing? The good news is that the financial resources
budgeted for bringing the candidates to town can be conserved. And
perhaps the timeline can be shortened since we can meet once again
via ZOOM video conference rather than arranging travel and
scheduling neutral pulpits.

We rejoice at the gift of amazing candidates who are eager to lead
Warner into the future. Thanks be to God for this blessing!

With hope and anticipation,

The PNC

YOUR GIFTS MAKE A DIFFERENCE!

Warner relies on your gifts and donations to continue to function
during these difficult times. Even though the church building is closed,
we continue to pay our dedicated staff, keep up with our insurance
premiums, utilities and many other bills, print and mail The Memo...
the list goes on. We understand that some people may be under
financial stress during this time. But, if you are able, we urge you to
maintain your pledges using Online Giving, which is described in more
detail below. If you don’t have internet access, please mail your
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pledges to church - we are picking up our mail. (Warner Memorial
Presbyterian Church, 10123 Connecticut Ave. Kensington, MD 20895)

The Warner Online Giving program has been updated. If you haven’t
used it before, take a look by clicking the Donate button at the top
right of the Warner homepage: www.warnermemorial.org

Who We Are  News Minisiies Media LCYC O T 5O

Clicking the Donate button takes you to our Donation Guide which has
descriptions of the different fund options. At the bottom of the page
is a ‘“Give Now” button that takes you to our third-party provider’s
secure website where you make your donation. If you’re reading this
online, you can try it now:

W GIVE NOW

It’s not required, but you can create a profile at this site. Either way
you will receive an email confirmation of your gift. If you do create a
profile, whenever you login you can view your transaction history and
any payment schedule you may have created. (Tip: If you think you’d
like to create a profile, you should do so before you make a donation
so that all your donations are associated with it.)

Payment options include credit card (Visa, Mastercard, Discover,
Amex) or direct debit from a savings or checking account.

Not only can you pay your pledge to our General Fund online, you can
also donate directly to the Deacons Fund, Presbyterian Women or to a
Special Gifts Fund. You can make one-time contributions or schedule
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recurring contributions. All donations are 100% tax-deductible and your
entire donation will go to the designation you select with the
exception of a small 2% processing fee. If you are able to add the 2% to
your gift, that will help offset the cost to Warner of providing the
Online Giving program.

Please note: Our third-party provider’s website sometimes offers a
checkbox that when checked will automatically add 2% to your gift. The
checkbox does not appear when you access the website from your
mobile phone or when you give using direct debit. Therefore, if you
plan to give an additional 2%, you will in some cases have to add the
amount manually to your donation.

Thank you for your continued generosity, especially during this difficult
time!

Susan Middleswarth

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
**00 OEA ETO0 £0 AT TETCe and is now heret <EAT 0EA 000A < TOOEEDA0O i
x TOOEFD OEA &AOEAQ ET OPE0F0 ATA 0000EC £T0 OEA &AOEA) OAAEC 0OAE A0 OEAOA
0T < TOOEED EE T g*TET IN[C - 236M

Our Sunday school keeps returning to these words of Jesus since we
read them on our first meeting away from the church building on
March 15. The context of the verse is the encounter between Jesus and
an unnamed Samaritan woman who claimed Jews must worship in
Jerusalem (Mt. Zion), whereas, she stated, her ancestors worshiped at
Mt. Gerizim, near the well where they stood (cf. Ezra 4:1-3). Jesus’s
words in reply (printed above) proclaim a new state of affairs with the
authority that can only belong to the Messiah (cf. John 4:26).

Upon reading about the worship life of Israel as recorded in the biblical
narrative, it is quite possible to conclude - like the Samaritan woman -
that this Jewish community revolved around the establishment and
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maintenance of temple worship in Jerusalem and even that worship
was limited to that place. Indeed, there are pronouncements that
seem to require an exclusive centralization of worship (cf. Lev. 17;
Deut. 12; 1 Kings 8). We read of dislocation from Jerusalem during exile,
after the temple’s destruction, visioned as a death, an experience of
being cut off from God’s life-giving presence (Ezekiel 37). However,
also in this exile context, we read what seems to be a different vision:
God’s promise that “the days are surely coming” when God will
establish a covenant with Israel written not on stone, but in hearts (Jer
31:31-33) and that Jerusalem’s sacred geography will be expanded (Jer

31:38-40).

From our current experience, | think we can attest to the fact that it is
easy to conflate worship with the building where we worship -
particularly if we only worship there — such to imply the necessity of
limiting worship to that space. Whether or not the Samaritan woman’s
question is an accurate characterization of Jewish worship practice in
the time leading up to her encounter with Jesus, what is clear in
Jesus’s reply is that by the time of that encounter there was no longer
a need to worship in particular locations, necessarily. This is the lesson
that speaks so directly to us today as we seek to gather together
virtually for worship outside of our church building. What matters is
that we are true worshipers who will worship the Father in spirit and
truth. We may be exiled, in a different sense, but we are not cut off
from the presence of God. In fact, we likely know God most clearly in
our times of need. This is a lesson of Exodus where God self-identifies
as the Lord who brought the people out of the house of slavery
(Exodus 20:2). Yet, the human condition often seeks what is familiar
and known - even when it means turning back to captivity.

As the coronavirus continues to bring death to communities around
the world, we all need to do our part to prevent the transmission of
this disease. As we lament this terrible loss, let us keep gathering -
remotely — for worship and education and let us be reminded when we
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return to the building that our worship is not limited by that space.
Indeed, let us now embody the expansion of our sanctuary to include
new locations for worship with new people. We are certain to learn a
lot on the way about what it means to worship in spirit and truth.

Dave Grace
Director, Christian Education

COMMISSION TO THE COMMUNITY

One Great Hour Of Sharing

One Great Hour of Sharing is still receiving gifts
for a few more weeks. We realize that some
people may not have their normal income
because of the coronavirus. This concerns us all.
But if you are able, please give what you can,
both for your regular giving to Warner and for the
OGHS outreach, to help others. Details on how to
give can be found on page 6.

Environmental Stewardship Team

With plenty of time at home, you can visit the PCUSA
Climate Care website and take up the Climate Care
Challenge:

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/eco-journey/2019/06/20/climate-c

are-challenge/
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The EST has exciting plans for this spring and the 50th anniversary of
Earth Day! The Montgomery County Greenfest has been canceled, but we
hold onto hope that we will have a table at the Kensington Day of the Book
on April 26 if that event is not canceled. We will demonstrate composting,
the Carbon Footprint Game, recycling, and give away marigold plants.
(Here’s a picture from last year’s event.)

BUILDING & GROUNDS

+ The building is closed to all except a few people for
necessary visits. If you need access, please call June Eakin.
We have reached out to the groups who meet in our
building (12-step, exercise) to offer use of our Zoom
conferencing ability.
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Signs of Spring At Warner, courtesy of June Eakin
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