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John 21:15-17                         
2 Corinthians 9:1-15  DEVOTION, DEDICATION, DELIGHT 
 
What gives?  What gives?  It’s a colloquial expression that can be akin to ‘Why are you doing 
that?’  Today we ask ‘what gives’ about giving.  On this Pledge Sunday, I invite you to explore 
the ‘why’ behind Christian giving.  On this Pledge Sunday, I’m tempted to tell you it doesn’t 
matter why you give to the church, just that it would be good if you gave a lot.  But our 
stewardship theme thankfully steers me in a different direction toward exploring how we 
can give as an expression of devotion, dedication, and delight.  That theme, expressed so 
well visually on the front of our bulletins, indicates that the ‘why’ of our giving matters.        
When the Apostle Paul was urging the church in Corinth to give to Christians in Jerusalem 
who were suffering from a famine, he said he did not want them giving reluctantly or out of 
compulsion.  He wanted their giving to reflect something of God’s own giving.   
 
There are those who give what they give out of obligation.  It can be a bit like paying bills.  
What if God’s motivation for giving us that great gift of our Lord Jesus was one of 
obligation?  Can you imagine a grimace on God’s face as Jesus is put into an envelope with 
postage on it and is then mailed to earth?  God tells the angels, “I hate to do it, but it is my 
moral duty.”  Do you think that is what motivates God’s giving? 
 
Others give what they give as an opportunity for self-satisfaction, saying to themselves, “I 
will use this gift to feel better about myself and to show people how important I am.”  Think 
of God saying, “I have Jesus and everyone needs him.  I’m going to make them grovel.”  
That’s not my understanding of God’s character. 
 
Some give in order to gain prestige.  Was God seeking naming rights for the stable in 
Bethlehem or for Calvary?  Or was God trying to get into the Pacesetter’s Club listing in an 
alumni magazine?  God already has significant status without being lauded with such 
honors.   
 
There is no other reason why God’s own son was given to humanity than that divine love 
was being expressed.  It is the kind of love that leads to the giving of one’s self.   
We get a glimpse of that motivation for giving in the account from near the end of John’s 
Gospel, when in a resurrection appearance, Jesus asks Simon Peter three times whether he 
loves him.  It reminds us that Peter had three times denied knowing Jesus when his Lord 
was being interrogated before being crucified.  Jesus is not raking Peter over the coals by 
asking him the same question three times.  Although Peter finds it exasperating, it allows 
him to experience healing for the guilt he had felt.  He had shown himself to be 
irresponsible and undependable.  But now, Peter is not only offered forgiveness; he is given 
a way to renew the relationship.  He gives him directions about how to live out his love for 
his Lord.    
 
What instruction did he give to Peter about how to show his love for him?  Not by sending a 
Hallmark card, not by sending FTD flowers.  Not by writing him a sonnet or a haiku or by 
taking him out to dinner.  He wants him to offer shepherding care for the flock whom he had 
cared for.  He wants him to make sure they would get fed so they would continue to grow 



toward their full potential.  Here we see that Jesus doesn’t just want his sheep to be fed; he 
wants them to be fed by someone who loves him.  We see a direct relationship between love 
for Jesus and the actions of a disciple that would require the giving of oneself as Jesus gave 
of himself.   
 
Christian ministry is entrusted to forgiven sinners.  Like Peter, we undertake the work not 
to earn forgiveness, but as a way to express gratitude for the gift of grace and as a way of 
living in light of resurrection hope, motivated by love of Jesus.   
A good bit of the reason that Paul wrote this letter to the church at Corinth was to  instruct 
and challenge them to show their Christian love by raising an offering for the Jerusalem 
Christians who needed famine relief.  The Corinthians seemed to be focused on their own 
concerns more than those who were actually in need.  So Paul tells them about the example 
of the Macedonians, who even though they lived in an economically depressed area, they 
had given as much as they were able, giving even beyond their ability.  As an expression of 
love for Christ, they had pleaded for the privilege of sharing in this service to their far-away 
sisters and brothers in Christ.    
 
There are all kinds of reasons for you to give generously to carry forward the ministry of 
Christ’s church in this place.  Even with the improvements we have made to our facilities, 
there are ever new challenges.  We will soon have to spend tens of thousands of dollars to 
put in a new heating system for portions of our ground floor.  And there is still more work 
to be done to make this a welcoming place for those who seek to connect with a caring 
community of faith.  There is vital ministry that takes place here, with hungry people that 
are fed, with people who have struggled with addiction finding a place of support for 
responsible living, with young ones who are nurtured and cared for as God’s beloved.  
There are people who are offered care of a whole community as they go through challenges 
of various stages of life.  There is the thoughtful exploration and growth in the life of faith 
and a communal worship that enriches you and others.  All these aspects need generous 
support.   
 
But primarily, I urge you to let your giving be an expression of your love for Jesus Christ.  
What gives?  God gives initially.  What gives?  Love gives continually.  Devotion gives.  
Dedication gives.  Delight gives.  Live out your love for Jesus in this way.  As you contemplate 
giving to further Christ’s ministry in this place, imagine standing on the beach of the Sea of 
Galilee and Jesus asks you, “Do you love me?”  What will be your response? 
 


