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THE LIGHT OF THE LORD 

A friend of mine named Steve tells about when he was in Maine a number of years ago, that he decided for a day 

to go to Monhegan Island, which is about ten miles off the coast.  The island is only accessible by boat and there 

are no cars or paved roads on it.  It‟s a summer haven for those who appreciate its wilderness beauty and its 

isolated atmosphere.  When the ferry left the mainland at seven in the morning, the sea had been absolutely 

smooth, which made for a pleasant one-hour trip over.  But coming back late that afternoon was a different story.  

Winds had picked up significantly and the smooth seas were now more than choppy.  Steve asked the ferry pilot 

if he was still going back – he responded with a bit of a chuckle, “Oh, yes, this is nothing.”     

On the trip over, Steve had felt like a daring adventurer.  But on the way back, with the violent, white-capped 

waves, he was soon a sea-sick soul.  He knew from the beginning that he wasn‟t midshipman material, so he was 

impressed that he held up fairly well for the first fifteen minutes.  But then a volcano began rumbling, and it 

wasn‟t on the shore, but in the pit of his stomach.  The pilot took one look at him and noticed the avocado color 

on his face and told him, “Sit down, find a point on the shoreline and focus on it.” 

And so he did.  There was, far away on the rocky shore, one point that was higher than all the others, a sharp peak 

upon which there was a lighthouse.  He kept his eyes on that light while he envisioned being back on terra-firma.  

After a while his stomach calmed and his head cleared.  He began to breathe deeply, convinced that he actually 

was going to make it.  And he did. 1  

The world in which the prophet Isaiah lived was a choppy, chaotic, warring world.  Israel, a small nation, was 

storm-tossed, threatened by the powerful Assyrians to the north and by the formidable Egyptians to the 

southwest.  Much that was happening left the Hebrews in a rocking boat of fear and queasiness.  But out of that 

turmoil, Isaiah called upon the people of faith to focus on the light of the Lord.  They and other peoples could 

look to God for the guidance and the hope they needed.  Instead of learning the ways of war and devoting 

themselves to constantly be making the best ways of killing others, they would learn the ways of God, which 

would lead to them beating their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks.   

There is a marble wall engraved with these words from our passage in Isaiah just outside the United Nations 

building.  There is also a statue of a man beating a large sword into a plow.  Of course, there are those who would 

consider such words and ideas to be foolhardy idealism.  Is it really pragmatic to transform weapons of war into 

instruments that can feed those who are hungry?  Is that what it means to live in the light of the Lord?  And yet, 

few would argue that humanity needs something that can overcome the sickness that draws us toward the violent 

expressions of insecurity.  I dare say that having at least a remnant of people who can fix their eyes, as well as 

their minds, hearts, and souls on an alternative vision, which reflects light more than darkness, may determine 

whether the future of the planet will include those of us who are called homo sapiens, which is Latin for „the wise 

human.‟       

As we enter the season of Advent, we take seriously the darkness of the world of which we are a part.  It is not 

just the long nights during this part of the year in the northern hemisphere to which we are responding.  We know 

humanity has always displayed dark, destructive tendencies.  However, with our current technological 



advances(?), these expressions send out increasingly large waves of change, where not only individuals and 

communities are being impacted, but even societies, and potentially the world.  What do we do as people of faith?  

We choose to light a candle and focus on light that comes from God as the source of our guidance and hope.  We 

look to Jesus, who was the clearest expression of God‟s light.  Some have characterized him as nothing more than 

an idealistic dreamer.  However, as we focus on the light he offers, we will see a pragmatic realism in his 

recognition that a change in human living was absolutely necessary.  

Stephen Hawking, the world famous theoretical physicist from the University of Cambridge, in a major speech 

ten days ago says the clock is ticking on when humanity will no longer survive on Earth.  Among the threats are 

our human practices of devouring the planet‟s resources at unsustainable rates, the ravages of climate change, the 

threat of nuclear or biological terrorism, and the rise of artificial intelligence, which brings its own set of dangers.  

He said, “Although the chance of a disaster to planet Earth in a given year may be quite low, it adds up over time, 

and becomes a near certainty in the next thousand or ten thousand years.”  His solution?  Within a thousand years, 

humanity “should have spread out into space, and to other stars, so a disaster on Earth would not mean the end of 

the human race.” 2 

Stephen Hawking is a very smart man, which is why his prediction gives me reason for pause.  And yet, even 

though I grew up with a father who worked for NASA, and even though I have a great love for what we can learn 

through space exploration, I believe the best solution to our human problem is not a technological fix, but a 

spiritual one.  Instead of abandoning the planet so that a small portion of humanity could be saved, it seems quite 

pragmatic to live with a focus on God‟s light, which could lead to a much broader experience of salvation here on 

Earth.  Even the darkest and most destructive of human expressions can be illumined by God‟s light.  What Isaiah 

points to is extraordinarily pragmatic.   

Now you may be thinking, „Whoa, Pastor, three days ago was Thanksgiving Day, a time of gratitude for God‟s 

provision, and now there is this gloom and doom talk about prospects of human survival?  Those are some pretty 

choppy waters and I‟m feeling a bit queasy.‟  To which I would say, we have every reason to focus on the light 

God gives, and to move toward it so our inner volcanoes don‟t erupt.  We don‟t need to abandon ship.  Light 

candles this Advent season, in big ways and in little ways look to God‟s light, practice humane values, 

particularly when the darkness of destructive hatred rears its head.  Live with compassion, proclaim God‟s gift of 

peace, relish the joy of the significance of this season - that God sent Jesus into this world as an act of salvation.  

And as Isaiah, a truly wise human said so long ago, “Let us walk in the light of the Lord.  Let us walk in the light 

of the Lord.”    

1 
From a sermon by Steve Montgomery, found at http://day1.org/2384-closer_than_you_think   

2
 https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/speaking-of-science/wp/2016/11/17/stephen-hawking-just-gave-humanity-a-

due-date-for-finding-another-planet/  


