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ANOTHER GOOD SAMARITAN 

One word: ebola.  Do you remember the deadly ebola outbreak that took place in parts of western Africa that 

began in 2013?  There were some American health workers who went to help with the health crisis, but who came 

back with the disease and passed it to some others.  There was some hysteria about the virus because it was clear 

that it was communicable, but for a period of time, it wasn‟t clear how it could be transmitted.  So those who had 

ebola were held in quarantine and intense medical precautions were carried out to try to prevent its spread.   

One word: leprosy.  In biblical times, this was a chronic debilitating illness that was communicable.  So in a 

couple of chapters in the book of Leviticus, we find instructions about how priests were to determine whether 

someone had leprosy and would therefore need to be quarantined.  During Jesus‟ times there weren‟t treatment 

facilities for those with health concerns and there weren‟t treatment options for leprosy like there are today.  If 

someone had what was considered to be an infectious disease back then, they were expected and forced to live 

outside any population center, avoiding contact with those who were healthy.   

One word: fear.  They were called lepers, not referred to as people struggling with leprosy.  Lepers were to be 

kept at a distance.  They were to be shunned.  Their disease could be caught and if one caught it, then one would 

be sentenced not only to the physical ailment, but to also being cut off from the rest of society.  Even in recent 

times, some people suffering with leprosy were separately kept in colonies for fear of contagion.  A woman 

named Fourough Farrokhzad made a 22-minute documentary about a leprosy colony in Iran in 1962 that 

humanizes the people affected and opens by saying, “There is no shortage of ugliness in the world, but by closing 

our eyes on ugliness, we will intensify it.” 1 The fear of the consequences of the quarantine was as bad as the fear 

of the disease itself.  

One word: mercy.  Ten people who were afflicted with what was deemed to be leprosy called to Jesus from a 

distance, asking him to have mercy on them.  They actually had been instructed to call out saying, “Unclean, 

unclean.”  But instead, they shouted, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!”  Were they asking for food or for some 

expression of kindness?  Did they have an understanding that this was someone who could heal them?  We don‟t 

know.  But Jesus instructed them to go to be evaluated by the priests who were the ones who would determine 

whether they continued to need to be quarantined.  As they followed his instructions and were on their way to be 

assessed, they were healed.  Can you imagine what they thought as they looked at their arms and hands, seeing 

that the scabs and sores were all gone?  Were there hugs all around?  Were there high fives and wide-eyed 

yahoos?  Mercy me! 

One word: return.  One of the ten went back to Jesus.  We don‟t know where the other nine went.  Perhaps they 

did as they were instructed and went on to be assessed by the priests in hopes that they would be restored to a life 

where they could once again be a part of the broader community.  But one came back to find Jesus and fell at his 

feet thanking him.   

One word: Samaritan.  The one who came back was identified as being a Samaritan.  We know the parable of the 

good Samaritan.  There was a man who had been beaten and robbed who was left on the side of the road.  Two 

religious officials had passed by him without stopping to help him.  But the third person who came by happened 

to be a Samaritan.  This man stopped and took care of the victim of the beating so he could be restored to health.  

Jesus asked the person to whom he told the story to identify which person had been a neighbor to the person who 



had been assaulted.  The person replied, “The one who showed him mercy.”  We know this parable, but we may 

not realize the impact at that time about the hero of Jesus‟ story.  Those who were Jewish typically viewed the 

people from Samaria as those who were religious heretics.  They disagreed about how to honor God, how to 

interpret the scriptures, and where to worship.  They were viewed as former Hebrews who had bred with non-

Jews so that the Jews understood them to be impure, even calling them „half-breeds.‟  Not surprisingly, the long-

standing enmity between Samaritans and Jews went both ways.  The groups typically avoided each other.  On a 

trip from Galilee in the north to Jerusalem to the south, the shortest route would be through Samaria.  But Jews 

did not want to go through that territory.  In just one chapter before Jesus had told the parable of the good 

Samaritan, he had been going through Samaria and he was rejected by those whom he met because he was a Jew.   

The only account of the story of the one of ten people who had been healed of leprosy who returned to Jesus is 

found in the Gospel of Luke.  After this man throws himself at Jesus‟ feet to thank him, we come upon the 

shortest sentence in the account – “And he was a Samaritan.”  It may be the shortest sentence in all of Luke‟s 

Gospel, but it packs a punch.  This time the Samaritan is not an imagined character in the story – he is a good 

Samaritan in the flesh, in healed flesh.  He had been a „double other‟ marginalized by his illness, but still cut off 

from the majority population by his identity as a Samaritan.  It‟s quite possible that this man would not have been 

received by the priests, the leaders of the religious institution, to which Jesus had sent the ten.  Where could he 

ever belong? 

One word: Jesus.  The man‟s truest place of belonging was at Jesus‟ feet.  He saw that Jesus could embrace him 

for who he was – one who had been a leper, one who still was a Samaritan.  Jesus would have disagreed with 

significant parts of the man‟s theology, but he says to the man, “Your faith has made you well.” Jesus understood 

that that it was the man‟s faith that had led him to seek to overcome the ugliness that separates people into groups 

that are estranged from one another.  The Samaritan man‟s faith was one that spilled over with gratitude and yes, 

love for the One who had opened the way to his external and internal well-being.  “And he was a Samaritan.”  

The gospel account once again tears down the prejudicial stereotypes that bolster enmity.   

I hope you have not experienced the estrangement that this good Samaritan did.  But I dare say that each and 

every one of us is in need of some healing from the prejudicial judgments that we allow to cut us off from others, 

from the gripping effects of our fears, from small theologies that are more inclined to fight than to love.  To 

whom can we go for such healing? 

One word – say it with me – Jesus.           
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