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LOVE THAT KEEPS RUNNING 

The campaigns of presidential candidates that are vying for their political parties‟ nomination have been going on 

for a long, long time.  Finally, starting with tomorrow‟s Iowa caucuses, voters finally get to begin to express their 

preferences directly.  The results of the first few caucus or primary states can make or break a campaign, so 

potential voters in those select areas have been receiving piles of daily mail along with full saturation of 

television and internet ads all seeking to tell them what they want to hear.  Each campaign has a list of poll-tested 

messages that they hope will capture votes.  I can imagine the campaign managers stressing to their candidates, 

“Stoke their fear into a frenzy, and then let them know that you are the one who can keep them safe from what 

you have frightened them about.  Play into their prejudices – we can use those for good effect.  It doesn‟t matter if 

you can‟t deliver on your promises – make them anyway.  Who cares if your numbers don‟t add up on your tax 

proposals?  Just make sure your audience knows they will get a tax cut and additional benefits while it will be 

someone else who would get the short end of the shtick.  Now I know you‟re going to tell me again that this kind 

of a campaign does not demonstrate good leadership, but you‟ll never get to be leader of the free world without 

telling the voters just what they want to hear.” 

We heard in our gospel reading about Jesus telling a crowd in his hometown of Nazareth a bit more than they 

wanted to hear.  If he had been a political candidate who followed the course of those running in our country, 

imagine what he might have said to the crowd there.  “Hey, it‟s great to be back in the best place in the world, our 

own hometown of Nazareth.  Growing up in my father‟s carpentry shop, my values were shaped right here.  Hard 

work, quality work is what made me the person I am today.  I‟ve traveled around the region and no one is as good 

as the people right here.  Those Romans who make you pay high taxes and enforce laws you don‟t want, we‟re 

going to run them out of power.  And those other Gentiles, who have infiltrated our homeland – they are the 

source of all of our problems.  God loves you – not them.” 

Of course, Jesus was not running for political office.  In addressing those who had known him as he was growing 

up, he did not follow the tell-them-what-they-want script.  At the synagogue in worship, he had read from the 

scroll of Isaiah these words: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news 

to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the 

oppressed go free, to proclaim the year of the Lord‟s favor.” 

Luke reports that after Jesus completed the reading of the scroll, he sat down in a teacher‟s position and told them 

that passage of scripture had been fulfilled in their hearing of it.  The crowd was fine with all of that.  Here he 

was, one of their own, and they were proud of him.  They were amazed at the gracious words that came from the 

mouth of one who had grown up in their own neighborhood.  They viewed him as a religious phenom because 

they had heard of mighty works he had done elsewhere.   

But then, things took a strange turn.  There were more than a few Gentiles over in the area around Capernaum 

where Jesus had focused his early ministry.  The home crowd wanted him as one of their own to stick to his own.  

They wanted Jesus to be their tailor-made prophet, their theologian-in-residence who would give them plenty of 

ear candy, telling them how God was on their side along with some eye candy of mighty works there in Nazareth 

to help them know that everything was going to be o.k. by their definition of o.k.  He definitely wasn‟t supposed 

to make waves.  He wasn‟t supposed to challenge them.  “Limit your fancy works to the hometown folk.  

Demonstrate God‟s love here, not over there to those people.”   



In response, Jesus then referred to stories from Hebrew scripture about the great prophets Elijah and Elisha 

ministering to those beyond the bounds of Israel.  Suddenly, something began to boil over.  They didn‟t want 

anyone telling them their own tradition implied something so disconcerting as that the scope and depth of God‟s 

love meant that others were as valued as they.  But Jesus not only wanted to show them that God loved those they 

didn‟t love.  He wanted to show them he loved them enough to be willing to tell them things they didn‟t want to 

hear.   

They had wanted him to be an uncritical lover, one who gushed over them and complimented them well beyond 

what was true.  They initially perceived him to be an unloving critic instead, because his message was so 

challenging.  But actually, Jesus served as a loving critic, loving the people so much that he wanted them to 

recognize the ramifications of God‟s love in order to help them become who God longed for them to be.  But they 

did not want to go there with Jesus.  In fact, their rejection of such thinking was so strong that they not only drove 

him out of town, they took him to a cliff, wanting to toss him off of it.  Anger and violence are the last defense of 

those who are made to face the truth of their own tradition which they have long defended and embraced.  If the 

murderous mob had had their way that day, we probably would have never heard of the name, Jesus.  We‟re not 

told by Luke whether Jesus stared them down so they wouldn‟t throw him down or whether he used some of his 

divine power to escape them.  We‟re simply told that “he passed through the midst of them and went on his way.”  

One thing to be clear about – Jesus did not go elsewhere because he was rejected; he was rejected because he 

went elsewhere.   

Our other reading today from the Apostle Paul‟s letter to the church in Corinth was what is often referred to as the 

great love chapter in the bible.  In the middle of that chapter, where we hear this definition of the kind of love 

God inspires, I had always thought he uses general phrases about what love is not, in order to just sharpen the 

definition.  Eight things love is not: it “is not envious or boastful or arrogant or rude.  It does not insist on its own 

way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice in wrongdoing.”  Someone pointed out to me recently that 

those eight negative traits were unfortunately good descriptors of the church in Corinth, according to Paul‟s 

descriptions of them in First and Second Corinthians.  Like Jesus had done, he spells out the ramifications of 

Godly love in ways that challenged his audience.  It sounds like they too would have wanted to throw Paul off a 

cliff if they could have gotten their hands on him.     

We might think that someone who comes delivering God‟s love would be welcomed and celebrated.  But when 

the scope and breadth of that love is fully explored, it tells us some things we and others don‟t want to hear, it 

shows us some things we and others feel uncomfortable seeing.  And yet, the rejection that Paul encountered from 

the church in Corinth, Jesus‟ rejection in Nazareth and at the cross – none of those „hell, no‟s‟ got to have the last 

word.  I would add one more negative descriptor to Paul‟s list about the kind of love to which we are called – 

love does not have an „off‟ switch.  Thanks be for Godly love that keeps running toward us so that it might keep 

running through us.  Amen.     

 

 

 

 

 

 


