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WHO DO YOU SAY? 

They had been on a very interesting tour with plenty of fascinating sights.  The one setting the direction of 

the tour did not follow a set itinerary all of the time.  But the interruptions were always interesting because 

this tour left things better than it found them all along the way.  The guide frequently halted the tour for a bit 

in order to tend to sick people who had little other hope for wholeness.  Instead of pushing ahead, he often 

slowed things down when he encountered hungry people along the way, figuring out some way to feed them 

with what had looked to be next-to-no resources.  The excursion continued with a boat ride where the tourists 

themselves were the ones who suddenly were in big trouble, but once again the guide did something amazing 

to make for smooth sailing.  This tour leader was unlike any they had known before, allowing even people 

who couldn’t buy a ticket, as well as those who wouldn’t normally be included in any respectable gathering, 

to join the tour.  And the commentary that was offered as they traveled helped them all to understand their 

surroundings in a totally new way.  And yet, not everything went off without a hitch – some who chose not 

to join the tour criticized it from a distance because the group was not being led on approved routes.  Still, 

the longer the group traveled with the guide, the more they were excited about their ultimate destination.  

They were really going somewhere.  It was clearly going to be a trip of a lifetime.  

Then the tour was led to a scenic overview, a high spot called Caesarea Philippi, where they could all look 

over where all they had been.  He then got the tourists’ attention and asked them a question: “Who do the 

people in the various places we have been say that I am?”  As someone who didn’t wear a tour company 

name tag, his identity would be perceived through what he had said, what he had done, along with where and 

how he was leading the tour.  Those who had been a part of it all the longest answered that he was thought of 

very highly by most of those they had met along the way, as someone comparable to some of the folks who 

were the all-time greats, those who now resided in the Tour Guide Hall of Fame, people like John the Baptist 

and Elijah even.  Then he asked another question, “Now who do you say that I am?”  The most impulsive 

one on the trip was the quickest to respond.  Someone named Peter said, “You’re not just the greatest tour 

guide ever – you are the leader that God has anointed to bring about needed change wherever you go.  You 

aren’t just giving us a tour of historic sites; you are going to make history with this liberating tour you are 

leading.  I would call you the Messiah.”   

The One who had asked the questions then began to tell them about the difficult road to which such an 

identity would lead.  There would be suffering, rejection, and even death, followed by new life.  This came 

as a total shock to those who were listening to him.  Not really hearing the last part about rising again, Peter 

quickly took Jesus aside and told him that was not how things should play out.  Peter loved this man and 

definitely didn’t want him to have to go through what he was predicting.  Certainly, one who God was using 

as the Christ, the Messiah, did not deserve such a dreadful path toward a lethal destination.  Peter did not 

want that for Jesus.  But part of the concern had to be that if he and the others were going to continue touring 

with this guy, what would such a direction mean for those who were following?   



So like a patron of a tour, Peter took the leader aside and in no uncertain terms told the one who set the route 

to go a different direction where he wouldn’t have to suffer, be rejected, and be killed.  However, Jesus was 

not going to be patronized, particularly when there was so much at stake.  His compass, his GPS was 

constantly set to discern where the love of God was leading.  In fact, he found Peter’s suggestion of a less 

costly route to be quite tempting – so tempting that he recognized it as a devil of an idea.  Jesus knew his 

understanding of God’s will ran counter to that of the religious authorities.  That would put him on a 

collision course with those who thought they were the best guides to God and God’s ways.  The direction 

those others had been leading had already brought the people to a dead end.  With the status quo closed off to 

God’s good future, something, even something very costly, needed to happen to open the way for a fuller life 

for everyone.  Jesus knew the way forward would be very difficult and Peter had now become another 

obstacle to what needed to happen.  So in this case, one rebuke deserved another.  Jesus told Peter in front of 

the others, to get behind him, which in comparison to the leader, was where followers were supposed to be.    

If someone were to ask you what it meant to be a Christian, what would you say?  Some might respond that 

being a Christian is defined by having a certain belief system that Jesus is the clearest expression of who God 

is.  That may be accurate, but Jesus indicates that more is involved than just what we believe in our minds.  

Being a Christian requires the commitment to follow the Christ, our Messiah, even when the way may be 

difficult.  “If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow 

me.”  What an invitation!  Following Jesus requires a willingness that we are going to deny ourselves the 

right to set our own paths, for he is the One who shows us where the love of God and neighbor leads.  He 

doesn’t lead to a place where we can shut ourselves away from those who are in pain in the world.  He 

doesn’t lead to an avoidance of the areas of conflict about what is important and what is not.  He doesn’t lead 

to a focus only on our own whims and crazes.  In fact he leads us to give our lives over to a greater purpose 

than just the tiny package of me, myself, and I.  When we are dedicated only to ourselves and to no one else, 

that does not lead to the deep living that Jesus wants for us, and that does not live out the transformative love 

that the world needs from us.   

It’s not that Jesus is some kind of a sadist.  He does not want us to seek out suffering for its own sake.  

Taking up our cross is not a call to make ourselves as miserable as possible.  God isn’t pleased by human 

suffering – ever.  Yet when we live as though we believe that loving all people in the world is the best way to 

live, then there is going to be some push back against us.  If we not only feed those who are hungry, but also 

challenge the system that keeps people from having God’s good gifts, then we will face some lumps along 

the way.  Journeying with and advocating for people who are in pain is not the easiest journey.  When we 

take up for the most vulnerable, we make ourselves vulnerable as well.   

If you are looking for just a nice pleasant tour of delightful sights throughout your time on this earth, perhaps 

it is time to part company with a leader like Jesus - because he wants more than that for us.  He does not 

want to just be our vacation tour guide, or even a tour-of-duty guide.  He wants to show us how to live in 

God’s love, how to live out God’s love in a way that is real and deep living, but we have to say and mean 

that he is our Leader, our Life Guide and our Guide to Life.  It’s Rally Day, a time for us to come together, a 

time to learn and grow together.  But each of us will have to answer this question - who do you say, who 

does your life say that Jesus is for you?  Let’s get behind the One who can lead us on the true trip of a 

resurrection lifetime.   

 
 
 
 
 


