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LIFE IN JESUS’ NAME 
In case you missed it, last Sunday was Easter.  We said to one another, “He is risen; he is 
risen indeed.”  We sang our ‘Alleluias.’  So we are in a post-Easter world this Sunday.  Some 
preacher has told you that as a result of the resurrection of our Lord that everything is 
supposed to be different.  And yet, when we look around, far too few of the things that need 
to be different, actually are different. 
 
We might feel a kinship with the disciples we encounter in today’s text, who live in a 
continually confusing, frequently frightening world where a certain garden tomb has been 
found empty.  The world we share is one where many of the things that need fixing are still 
broken.  The wounds that need healing are still quite evident.  So we might come today, a 
week after Easter, as people who at least have some questions, if not even some doubts 
about the significance of our risen Lord in our lives today.   
 
We are blessed to have four different gospel accounts that tell the story of Jesus.  These 
accounts were written at a time when many of the first generation believers had passed 
from the scene, so they wanted to make sure the story stayed alive.  At the end of our 
passage from John’s Gospel today, we hear this statement of purpose: “Now Jesus did many 
other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book.  But these 
are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and 
that through believing you may have life in his name.”  The author focuses on the 
relationship between belief in Jesus and life in his name.  The same focus was expressed 
earlier in John in that most familiar of verses: “For God so loved the world that he gave his 
only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.”  
Belief and life – but what is the kind of believing that leads to the life the gospel writer 
wants for Christians?   
 
At the time John was written, Christians were facing a new wave of persecution.  The story 
of Jesus’ followers, hiding behind locked doors in fear, may have resonated with those who 
would have been among the first readers of this gospel account.  At a time when faith in 
general is facing new criticism or even disdain, this story about the relationship of belief 
and life in Jesus’ name is as relevant as today’s Washington Post, but we need to have an 
understanding of what kind of belief and life toward which we’re being pointed.   
 
Mary Magdalene had told other followers of Jesus that she had seen the risen Lord, but still 
they allowed their fears more than any sense of faith to govern their behavior.  In fear, they 
were behind locked doors when Jesus comes to them, telling them, “Peace be with you,” and 
showing them his wounded hands and side to authenticate his identity.  He commissions 
them to go in his name to continue his ministry, empowering them with the Holy Spirit to 
enable their mission.  One of the disciples, Thomas, happened not to be there that evening.  
When he heard that Jesus had appeared to his comrades, he said he wanted to see and 
touch his Lord himself before he would believe.   



There have been a lot of people who have criticized Thomas for this statement. He’s been 
labeled, ‘Doubting Thomas,’ as if he was the poster boy for being what the faithful avoid.  
But the opposite of doubt isn’t faith; it is certainty, which has little to do with faith.  Perhaps 
Jesus saw courage in Thomas’ willingness to honestly say what he really thought and felt.  
He had believed and his hopes had been dashed with Jesus’ crucifixion.  What would it take 
for him to believe again?  It had to be a faith that connected with his own experience.  Even 
with his questions and concerns, Thomas did not give up meeting with those whose 
experience had been different from his.  And they did not banish him because he could not 
yet affirm what they did.  Jesus appears to the group once again, this time when Thomas is 
present, and once again says to them, “Peace be with you.”  He then offers Thomas what he 
had said he needed in order to believe.  “Look at my hands and side, touch them if you need 
to,” Jesus said.  Thomas then makes one of the strongest affirmations of faith found in the 
gospel accounts when he responds to Jesus, saying, “My Lord and my God!”   
    
Doubt is not a four letter word.  Many of our great scientific and medical discoveries have 
come about because someone doubted previously held assumptions.   Look at Jesus – when 
he rode into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday, he was quite aware that the crowds were looking 
for a military leader to overthrow the Romans who were oppressing them, but Jesus 
doubted that was how the Prince of Peace should conduct himself.  He had been raised with 
the understanding that an eye for an eye was an appropriate way to respond to violence, 
but he doubted that the world would be better off with two blind people instead of one, and 
instead he explored how loving one’s enemies is actually more in keeping with God’s will.  
Jesus was raised in a culture that said women do not have rights, Samaritans are an inferior 
race, and sick people probably brought their own illness upon themselves through 
sinfulness.  Jesus doubted that those ‘truths’ made sense in light of God’s peace and love.  
 
And when his followers felt like their world had been abandoned by God with all hope 
having died, the resurrected Jesus came and stood in their midst saying, “Peace be with 
you.”  He was saying to them and even to us, “My peace be with all who grieve; my peace be 
with all who are afraid; my peace be with those who have their doubts about whether God’s 
presence is something real that makes a difference.” 
    
The resurrection transformation in the world around us has not been completed, not by a 
long shot.  But the presence and power of our risen Lord does make a difference within us 
and our faith community and beyond it if we will only venture where the peace of Christ 
enables us to go.  Mary Magdalene and many of the disciples said, “I have seen the Lord.”  
Let me tell you what I have seen.  I have seen frightened people who said their prayers and 
then didn’t let fear be what would guide their steps.  I have seen anxious people 
accompanied through difficult times where they discovered a peace from beyond them.  I 
have seen questioning people loved unquestionably.  I have seen strangers and the 
alienated welcomed.  I have seen generosity spring from what were formerly Scrooge-like 
hearts.  I have seen acts of forgiveness transform relationships that had been burned to a 
crisp.  I have seen dedication and commitment lived out where everyone thought such 
things were dead.  I have seen purpose and hope reborn when they had been lifeless and 
buried.  I have seen hungering and thirsting souls satisfied when bread was broken and the 
cup was shared.  In these cases and in so much more I have experienced life in Jesus’ name 
in ways that have shaped and invigorated my belief. 
 



I am among those who have certain doubts and questions.  But these experiences are also a 
part of the life in Jesus’ name that is so powerful.  I want that life for you, I want it for me, I 
want it for us and for God’s world.  So yes, I believe something special happened that first 
Easter in part because resurrection life keeps breaking out all these years later.  The One 
who is our Lord and our God has risen.  He is risen indeed!  Alleluia!   
 


